NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 26 JANUARY 2005

RESPONSE TO BUILDING COMMUNITIES – BEATING CRIME

REPORT OF THE CLERK 

1
PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 This report recommends endorsement of the response to the police reform white paper, Building Communities, Beating Crime  - A better police service for the 21st century.

2
BACKGROUND
2.1
The white paper that we are responding to have three broad objectives:

1. The spread of neighbourhood policing to every community, with improved police responsiveness and customer service.

2. Further modernisation of the police workforce to ensure that the service is fully equipped to deliver these changes

3. Greater involvement of communities and citizens in determining how their communities are policed.

3
RESPONSE TO ASSOCIATION OF POLICE AUTHORITIES
3.1
The Association of Police Authorities has requested the authorities respond to the consultation document by the end of January 2005.  A draft response is attached that reflects the views expressed by members individually and at the Advisory Group held in December.  

3.2
Members are asked to comment on the response attached at appendix A.  Any further issues or comments can be added into the response before it is finalised for submission to the Association of Police Authorities at the end of January.

4
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

4.1
There are no equal opportunity implications directly arising from this report.

5
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

5.1
There are no human rights implications directly arising from this report.

6
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

6.1
There are no financial implications directly arising from this report.

7
RECOMMENDATIONS
7.1
Members are asked to:

i. Comment on the draft response 

ii. Agree to an amended version being forwarded to the Association of Police Authorities

