NORTHUMBRIA POLICE

POLICE AUTHORITY

Wednesday 26 January 2005

Report of the Chief Constable

NON EXEMPT

1
SECONDMENTS


Approval is sought for the following Home Office funded secondment which is subject to the provisions of the Police Act 1996, Section 97, Part 3, Paragraphs A and B.


National Crime Squad


Constable 8502 S J Atherton - 12 month secondment commencing 1 March 2005.


RECOMMENDATION

That the secondment detailed above be approved.

2
NORTH EAST AIR SUPPORT UNIT

PROGRESS REPORT - OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2004

During the period October to December 2004, the North East Air Support Unit responded to 1178 incidents from which there were 166 arrests.


There were 62 occasions when air support was denied.


A selection of noteworthy incidents is attached at Appendix ‘A’.

APPENDIX 'A'

Summary of Noteworthy Incidents: April 2004 – December 2004


Helicopter Flying Hours 

Total Flying Hours   
Budget

April – Dec 2004 - 824
907


April – Dec 2003 - 1071
907


April – Dec 2002 - 936
907


         Fixed Wing Flying Hours 

Total Flying Hours
Budget      



April – Dec 2004 -  711
753


April – Dec 2003 -  928
753






April – Dec 2002 -  696
753

Date
Hours
Incident
Time of Task
Result

 
 
 
 
 

11/10/04
14:20
The aeroplane deployed to assist with a search for a vulnerable missing person in a car near Sedgefield.
15 mins
The crew carried out a search and located the missing person's car. Officers were directed and the occupant was taken to safety.

 
 
 
 
 

13/10/04
21:55
The aeroplane crew attended the report of youths breaking into a motor vehicle in Middlesbrough.
30 mins
The crew located the suspects making off from the scene on bicycles.  The suspects were followed using the thermal image camera. Officers were directed and both suspects were arrested.

 
 
 
 
 

17/10/04
03:40
The aeroplane carried out a search in the Hartlepool area for persons responsible for breaking into cars.
20 mins
Using the thermal image camera the crew located a suspect in a garden. Officers were directed and the suspect was arrested and charged with theft.

 
 
 
 
 

26/10/04
16:53
The helicopter deployed to a serious road traffic collision in the Alnwick area.
13 mins
Two seriously injured casualties were airlifted from the scene to hospital. 

 
 
 
 
 

02/11/04
08:55
The helicopter crew attended Durham to search for a missing person whose car had been found abandoned.
35 mins
An extensive search located the missing person with a serious neck wound in a field.  The person was airlifted to an ambulance. 

 
 
 
 
 

08/11/04
05:55
The helicopter crew was deployed to a vehicle failing to stop in North Shields.
10 mins
Using the thermal image camera the vehicle was tracked until it was abandoned off-road. Officers were directed and the occupants were arrested.

 
 
 
 
 

11/11/04
13:10
The aeroplane assisted with a search for a missing person from Redcar.
60 mins
The crew carried out an extensive search of the coastline and located the vulnerable missing person on cliff tops. Officers were directed and the person was taken to safety.



Date
Hours
Incident
Time of Task
Result







14/11/04
00:20
The helicopter crew responded to the report of a person having fallen from a train onto the metro line in North Tyneside.
40 mins
The crew quickly located the person using the thermal image equipment and searchlight. Emergency services were directed to the scene and the casualty was transported to hospital, but unfortunately died as a result of injuries.

 
 
 
 
 

05/12/04
15:35
The helicopter assisted with the containment of several off-road motorcycles in the Gateshead area.
25 mins
The crew located the motorcycles and 

co-ordinated a containment using the public address system. Ground units were directed and two youths were arrested and charged with dangerous driving.

 
 
 
 
 

11/12/04
14:15
The helicopter crew assisted with a search for a missing vulnerable patient from Morpeth hospital.
10 mins
Using the thermal camera, the patient was quickly located hidden in undergrowth. Police and hospital staff were directed and the patient was returned to hospital.

 
 
 
 
 

15/12/04
17:55
The helicopter attended a serious road traffic collision in the Peterlee area.
20 mins
A seriously injured casualty was airlifted to a waiting ambulance.







21/12/04
02:35
Following a burglary, the aeroplane carried out a search for suspects in Hartlepool.
15 mins
A search was carried out using the thermal image camera and a suspect was located. Officers were directed and the suspect arrested. 

 
 
 
 
 

24/12/04
11:45
The helicopter was deployed to stolen vehicle tracker activation in Washington.
30 mins
The crew located plant equipment valued at £22,000 and area officers were directed to recover a mechanical digger.

 
 
 
 
 

25/12/04
13:30
The helicopter assisted with a search of the River Coquet in Northumberland for a vehicle in rising water with occupants trapped on the roof. 
30 mins
The crew located the vehicle then directed and co-ordinated area officers and fire and rescue services.
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26/12/04
15:40
The helicopter carried out a search for a missing child in Peterlee.
25 mins
During the search the crew used the aircraft public address system to circulate details and a description of the missing child. The child was quickly located and returned home safely.







26/12/04
16:33
The helicopter attended the Tyne Bridge area in Newcastle following the report of a person having fallen into the water.
14 mins
The crew used the thermal image camera and the searchlight to locate the casualty in the water then directed the Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue boat. The casualty was rescued and taken to hospital.

 
 
 
 
 

