GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

11 JANUARY 2005

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: D Bollands, C Donovan, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mole and Napier 
C254
OFFER OF ASSISTANCE TO CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL


RESOLVED – 
That the Chief Executive be authorised on behalf of the Council to offer Carlisle City Council practical assistance following the recent flooding in the Carlisle area.

C255
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 14 December 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


C256
GRANTS AND AWARDS

Consideration has been given to the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on whether or not to approve new applications for grant support in 2004/05.

RESOLVED - 
That the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on the new applications for grant support, as set out in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

The above decision has been made because the grant support proposed to be given to the groups and organisations will bring benefits to the residents of the Borough.


(Councillors McElroy and Mole declared personal interests in the above matter 
because they represent the Council on the Northern Regional Brass Band Trust and 
Gateshead Leam Lane Boxing Club respectively).

C257
GREEN WASTE PROCESSING – TENDER

Consideration has been given to the tenders received for the provision of the Green Waste Kerbside Collection Service Processing Contract. 

RESOLVED - 
That the lowest tender, submitted by Premier Waste Management Ltd, be accepted for the provision of the Green Waste Processing Contract.

The above decision has been made to enable the Council to meet its statutory obligations in respect of recycling, composting and landfill.

C258
BRIDGING NEWCASTLEGATESHEAD ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS

Consideration has been given to a number of environmental improvement projects which will be undertaken in the current financial year and will be funded from the Bridging NewcastleGateshead allocations for Teams Environmental Improvements and Public Realm Improvement Sunderland Road.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed works, outlined in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the negotiation of the contracts with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services, be approved based on a combination of competitive rates and the Highways Maintenance ad Street Lighting Term Contract rates. 

(iii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, be authorised to place an order with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services, subject to tenders being within the total of the respective budgets.

(iv) That the action of the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, in placing an order with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services for work at Tulip Street in accordance with Contract Procedure Rule 2.1 (ii) of the Council’s Constitution because of the need to ensure that the works are completed in the current financial year, be endorsed.

The above decisions have been made because positive management measures are necessary to promote the regeneration of the Pathfinder area as a desirable residential neighbourhood.

C259
REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCIES IN TYNE AND WEAR

Consideration has been given to the provisional recommendations of the Boundary Commission for England for Tyne and Wear, which proposes a reduction from 13 to 12 parliamentary seats.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council make no objection to the Boundary Commission’s provisional recommendations.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) They give a high degree of electoral equality as far as the two proposed constituencies in the Borough are concerned.

(B) They provide for two parliamentary constituencies to lie wholly within the Borough, as compared with one constituency in the past.


ANNUAL REVIEW OF SOCIAL SERVICES


Item withdrawn.

C260
NATIONAL SERVICE FRAMEWORK – ADULTS WITH MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS – AUTUMN REVIEW 2004


Consideration has been given to the findings of the review undertaken by the Strategic Health Authority in relation to the progress of Gateshead partners in delivering the national targets as outlined in the National Service Framework (NSF) for Adults with Mental Health Needs.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the contents of the Autumn Review letter, as
 detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be noted.

(ii) That the resultant action plan, outlined in Appendix 3 to the report, be referred to the Healthier Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee to consider the robustness of the plan.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure the improvement in Mental Health Services for the people of Gateshead.

(B) To ensure that standards set out in the NSF are continually improved.


(Councillor C Donovan declared a personal interest in the above and following item because she is employed by the Gateshead Primary Care Trust).

C261
GATESHEAD PROTECTION OF VULNERABLE ADULTS MULTI AGENCY COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 2003/04


Consideration has been given to the Gateshead Protection of Vulnerable Adults (POVA) Multi Agency Committee’s Annual report, which highlights the achievements over the past year and provides a summary of the key objectives over the next year.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Annual Report, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the production of a three year Protection of Vulnerable Adults Strategy, in conjunction with local partners and stakeholders, be approved.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) It will ensure people are aware of the need to prevent abuse of vulnerable adults.

(B) It will inform the people of Gateshead about the work of the Vulnerable Adults Multi-Agency Committee

(C) It will contribute to more effective multi agency safeguarding of vulnerable adults.


GATESHEAD COUNCIL SOCIAL CARE RESEARCH GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK


Item withdrawn.

C262
RYTON INFANTS SCHOOL: PROPOSED ICT SUITE CLASSROOM EXTENSION


Consideration has been given to the proposed scheme and estimate for an extension to Ryton Infants School which will provide ICT facilities.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed scheme and estimated cost of £155,000 for the extension at Ryton Infants School be approved.

(ii) That the invitation of competitive tenders, in accordance with Contract Procedure Rules of the 5.1 (vi) of the Council’s Constitution, be authorised.


The above decision has been made because the scheme has been identified as a priority in the Education Asset Management Plan.

C263
ENGINEERING SERVICES CONSULTANCY TENDER


Consideration has been given to the invitation of tenders from a shortlist of six consultants, following a pre-qualification exercise, to establish a panel of consultants to assist in the delivery of the Council’s capital programme for highways and associated civil engineering works.


RESOLVED - 
That the invitation of tenders from the six consultants listed in Appendix 2 to the report be approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure adequate resources and appropriate expertise are available to deliver the Council’s capital programmes for highways and associated civil engineering works.





(B)
To comply with EU Public Procurement Rules.

C264
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as detailed in Appendices 1 to 3 to the report be endorsed:

· Audit Commission – Work Programme and Fee scales 

· Audit Commission and School Study Reference Group – Changes to School Survey 2005 

· Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors – Asset Management Guidance 


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.
C265
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN


Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED - 
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the Appendix to the report.

C266
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
C267
APPOINTMENT OF PREFERRED DEVELOPER AT BLEACH GREEN, BLAYDON (Paragraph 9)


Consideration has been given to the appointment of a preferred developer for 12.14 hectares of land at Bleach Green, Blaydon. 


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the appointment of the Haslam Homes /Yuill 
Homes partnership as preferred developers for the 
12.14 hectare site at Bleach Green, Blaydon, as outlined 
in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved subject to (ii) 
below.



(ii)
That Group Director, Development and Enterprise 
consider the latest plans submitted by George Wimpey 
North Limited and if necessary a further report be 
submitted to Cabinet. 


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To facilitate the redevelopment of the land

(B) To provide a mixed development of affordable, social and private sector housing in this area in accordance with the planning brief for the site.

C268
ACQUISITION OF LAND AND BUSINESS IN RELATION TO LS TAYLOR (Paragraph 9)

Consideration has been given to details of further negotiations with the occupier of land on the site of the Baltic Business Park to secure its’ vacant possession and to enable the development to proceed. 


RESOLVED - 
That the additional expenditure to secure vacant possession of the site, as outlined in the report, be approved.

The above decision has been made to adequately compensate the occupier for the freehold value of the site, loss on stock and tax liability.

C269
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS

Consideration has been given to a property disposal, a new letting, an alternative use and a number of lease renewals.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the property disposal of 1 Lowick Close, Birtley to Mr R Thompson be approved on the terms and conditions detailed in Schedule 1 to the report.

(ii) That the new letting of Land at Hawks Road/South Shore Road to City and Northern be approved on the terms and conditions detailed in Schedule 2 to the report.

(iii) That the alternative use of 8 North Street, Winlaton, from Social Services, Services for People with Disabilities to Social Services, Children and Families, be approved on the terms and conditions detailed in Schedule 3 to the report.

(iv) That the following lease renewals be approved on the terms and conditions detailed in Schedule 4 to the report:

· Unit 7 St Mary’s Green – G R Owen

· Unit 41 Team Valley Business Centre Phase 2 – Trade Supplies

· 22-25 Baltic Business Centre, Saltmeadows Road, Gateshead – Local Environmental Services Catering and Cleansing Division

· Unit 1 Tower Court – Co-operative Group




(v)
That the surplus declaration of property detailed in 




Schedule 5 to the report be deferred.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 13 January 2005
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