NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

STANDARDS COMMITTEE – 17 JANUARY 2005

LOCAL INVESTIGATIONS: GUIDANCE FOR MONITORING OFFICERS AND STANDARDS COMMITTEES

REPORT OF THE CLERK

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To inform the Committee of the above guidance recently issued by the Standards Board for England.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1
The Local Authorities (Code of Conduct) (Local Determination) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 came into force on 4 November 2004. As a result, Ethical Standards Officers can now refer cases to the Monitoring Officer of a principal Authority.

3. LOCAL INVESTIGATIONS; GUIDANCE FOR MONITORING OFFICERS AND STANDARDS COMMITTEES

3.1 The Standards Board for England has produced a new guidance booklet on local investigations which explains the regulations and provides practical procedural information for Monitoring Officers on how to handle referred cases.

3.2 The regulations state that Monitoring Officers must have regard to this guidance and copies should also be made available to Members of the Authority’s Standards Committee. A copy of the guidance is, therefore, included with the agenda papers.

4.
RECOMMENDATION

4.1
The Committee is requested to note the guidance provided.

