NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY - 15 DECEMBER 2004

NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY MEETING HELD IN BLYTH COUNCIL CHAMBER ON 24 NOVEMBER 2004

REPORT OF THE CLERK

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

To seek members' views on the November meeting of the Authority held in Blyth Council Chamber.

2. BACKGROUND

In order to make meetings of the Authority more accessible to the public and to increase public awareness of the Authority, it was agreed that the Authority would meet in Blyth Council Chamber on 24 November 2004. This meeting was in many ways a pilot exercise to gauge the level of interest from local people in the Police Authority's business. 

3.
FEEDBACK

The meeting was attended by over thirty individuals from local schools, the CDRP, local councillors and members of the public. It is considered that the meeting worked quite well and that the level of participation by members of the public was encouraging, especially the input of local school students.


A number of lessons have been learned from this meeting. It is considered that local publicity arrangements could be improved; the number of organisations invited to attend could be increased and made more diverse; and the format for the presentation, question and answer session and public involvement could be made more effective. The agenda for the last meeting was also considered to be bland and this would need to be addressed in future. 

4.
PROPOSALS 

It is proposed that a survey be undertaken of those people who attended the meeting to obtain their views on how useful and interesting they found the meeting, presentation, and question and answer session.

If the meeting is considered to have been a success then another meeting of the Authority will be held in an alternative venue, probably in Sunderland in June 2005. 

5.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS


There are no equal opportunity implications directly arising from this report.

6. HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

There are no human rights implications directly arising from this report.

7.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no financial implications directly arising from this report.

8.
RECOMMENDATIONS

The views of members are sought on the issues raised in Section 3 and the proposals set out in Section 4 of this report.
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