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	Report to West and Central Area Board 

9 December 2004


	
	

	Title:


	Security and Environmental Schemes

	Report of:
	Principal Housing Services Manager

	
	



Purpose of Report

1. To seek approval for security and environmental works identified by tenants within the West and Central Area.

Background

2. The Area Board Terms of Reference were agreed by the Board of Directors on 11 December 2003. Within those Terms of Reference is a requirement for the Area Boards to agree security and environmental programmes identified by tenants.

3. The Area Board at its meeting on 6 May 2004 agreed that the Principal Housing Services Manager would report security and environmental schemes for approval.

4. The budget for security and environmental schemes for the West and Central Area Board is £295,000. At previous meetings the Area Board approved schemes at a total cost of £187,193. Of that, Pathfinder is funding £39,055 for a scheme at Armstrong Street bungalows, which reduces our approved costs to £148,138, leaving £146,862 for further schemes.

Proposed Schemes

5. The following proposed schemes have been submitted for approval by the Area Board:

	Location
	Proposal
	Cost

	Sunderland Road Flats
	Safer by Design Doors
	£2,500



	Broom Close and Conifer Close bungalows.
	Foot paths to front entrances
	£3,604

	River view, Heddon view and Denton view.


	Cut through footpath poorly lit
	£3,741

	Bolton’s Bungalows, Communal lounge
	Construct two-metre high fence around communal lounge, including gate (to allow grass cutting access)
	£7 250


6. This report seeks to allocate a further £17,095.00 of the unallocated budget. 

 
Consultation

Sunderland Road flats 

7. A photograph is attached at Appendix 1 shows the older type communal entrance doors.

8. Most of the blocks have had their communal entrance doors upgraded except for four that still have the original style doors. The existing doors do not provide adequate security for the tenants of those blocks.

9. Tenants of the blocks in Duncan Street, East Hill Road and Lumley Gardens have expressed a desire to have the Communal doors upgraded to match those blocks nearby that have already had this carried out.

10.  A recent survey of tenants found that all the respondents were in favour of this scheme.

11.  Ward members have also expressed their support for this proposal.

12. The proposal is in line with agreed criteria in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives.

Broom Close and Conifer Close bungalows

13. Tenants in Broom Close and Conifer Close have requested flagged footpaths are installed to the front doors of all of the bungalows in the scheme. Currently there is only one path per 3 to 4 properties, which causes practical difficulties and inconvenience for the mainly older residents.

14.  During 2002 a petition was submitted to the Council from the residents about this issue. At the time the residents were advised that there was no budget for this but their request would be re-considered when funds became available.

15.  Photographs at Appendix  2 show the front elevations of the bungalows that illustrate the problem.

16.  A recent survey of residents found that of the sixteen residents affected, ten responded to the survey and all were in favour of the proposed scheme.

17. The proposal is in line with agreed criteria in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives.

River view, Heddon view and Denton view cut-through.
18.  Residents attending the monthly Hallgarth Resident Group meetings expressed concern that at night it is very dark in the cut because there are no streetlights.

19.  This land is adopted highway however, Gateshead Council’s Group Director of Development and Enterprise advises that there is no budget to carry out this work.

20. Two photographs at Appendix 3, one shows the entrance to the cut from River View/Denton View and the other from Heddon View.

21.  All four residents whose homes are immediately adjacent to the cut are fully in favour of the proposed scheme.

22.  Ward members have also expressed their support for this proposal.

23. The proposal is in line with agreed criteria in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives.

Bolton’s bungalows communal lounge.

24. Residents have complained that youths congregate near the communal lounge, throw litter around and regularly climb onto the roof. 

25. On 20/10/04 the Estate Officer attended the resident’s coffee morning and the suggestion to erect a fence was agreed.  

26. A photograph of the lounge and the open plan land is attached at Appendix 4.

27. Ward Councillors have expressed their support for this proposal.
28. The proposed fence is above one metre at the front elevation therefore planning approval will need to be obtained before any works are carried out. 

29. This scheme is in line with agreed criteria in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives.

Financial Implications

30. The Director of Finance and ICT confirms that budgetary provision for these works exists within the security and environmental budget.
31. A list of previously approved schemes is attached at Appendix 5 for information. 

Pending Schemes

32. A breakdown of potential schemes is attached at Appendix 6 to enable Area Board members to prioritise those which they would like to see presented to future Area Board meetings in both the short and medium term.

Recommendations

33. The Area Board is recommended to:

· Approve the proposed schemes as set out above

· Instruct officers to firm up those schemes set out in Appendix 6 which it would like to see presented to Area Board for approval in the short and medium term.


Contact: Brett Routledge, Area Housing Manager

Tel No: (0191) 433 2380

Appendix 5

Schemes approved as at 4 November 2004

	No.
	Location
	Neighbourhood
	Scheme
	Cost
	Date Approved
	Progress

	1
	Strathmore Road
	Central
	Renew timber fencing on former cleared site with metal palisade fence
	£6,800
	1st July 2004
	Order raised 16/11/04

	2
	Barns Close Flats
	Central
	Improve lighting to 56 bin chute rooms to increase security
	£10,632
	5th August 2004
	Work completed.

	3
	Coatsworth court
	Central
	Improve lighting to 27 alleyways to increase security
	£2,579
	5th August 2004
	Order raised 17/09/04

	4
	Marion Court
	Central
	Remove grassed mound to improve sight lines and road safety
	£3,000
	6th September 04
	Order raised 21/10/04

	5
	Marion Court
	Central
	Improve lighting to 27 alleyways to increase security
	£8,500
	6th September 04
	Order raised 21/10/04

	6
	Warwick Court
	Central
	Renew block paving to the patio area
	£7,279
	7th October 04
	Order raised 21/10/04

	7
	Worcester Green
	Central
	Supply and fit external lighting to porch areas of 13 bungalows
	£3,770
	4 November 2004
	Further information on costs being provided to Property and Technical prior to order being raised.

	8
	Clasper Village
	Inner West
	Supply & fix window locks to all flats in the village 
	£22,032
	7th October 04
	Order raised 21/10/04

	9
	Lovett Walk, Clasper Village
	Inner West
	Replace existing dilapidated timber fence with1.8 metal palisade at the rear of Lovett walk to deter fly tipping
	£15,000
	7th October 04
	Order raised 21/10/04

	10
	74 Wilberforce Walk, Clasper Village
	Inner West
	Replace existing dilapidated timber fence with1.8 metal palisade at the rear of Lovett walk to prevent trespass
	£700
	7th October 04
	Order raised 21/10/04

	11
	Armstrong Street bungalows (Nos.59-69 and 83-93)
	Inner West
	Erect fencing and fit gates
	(£39,055)
	6th September 04
	Transferred to Pathfinder.

	12
	Lower Teams – Upton Street, Kelso Place, Johnson Street, Yetholm Road (21-51 odd), Northumberland Street (part), and Russell Court.
	Inner West
	Supply and fit Permadoor composite doors to 80 properties
	£40,000
	4 November 2004
	Property and technical section to hold a progress meeting with LES wk comm.6/12/04.


	No.
	Location
	Neighbourhood
	Scheme
	Cost
	Date Approved
	Progress

	13
	Emmaville, Crawcrook, Greenfields, Ryton
	West
	To provide intercom access/door entry systems to 10 blocks of flats
	£10,000
	6th September 04
	Order raised 29/10/04

	14
	1-28 Greenfields
	West
	Flagged footpath to provide link to main road and Greenfields
	£3,000
	6th September 04
	Order raised 22/11/04 awaiting programme from GC Highways.

	15
	146-156 Denton View, Blaydon
	West
	To replace existing rear boundary fencing with 2 metre high military pale fencing
	£4,115
	6th September 04
	Property and Technical to progress

	16
	2 Tynebank and 36 Jobling Avenue, Blaydon
	West
	To remove a planter outside 2 Tynebank and 36 Jobling Avenue and block pave the area
	£2,250
	6th September 04
	Property and Technical to progress

	17
	Park View, Winlaton
	West
	Replace crazy paved area with bitmac/or grass as appropriate
	£6,311
	7th October 04
	 Order raised 20/10/04

	18
	Boltons Bungalows, Chopwell
	West
	Supply and fit security lighting to 14 bungalows
	£2,170
	4 November 2004
	Property and Technical to progress


Committed expenditure

	Neighbourhood
	Fencing

£
	Lighting

£
	Landscaping

£
	General Security

£
	General Environment

£
	Other

£
	Total

£

	Central
	6,800
	25,481
	3,000
	0
	7,279
	0
	42,560

	Inner West
	15,700

(39,055)
	0
	0
	62,032
	0
	0
	77,732

(39,055 Pathfinder schemes not incl. in total)

	West
	4115
	2,170
	0
	10,000
	2,250
	9,311
	27,846

	Total
	26,615
	27,651
	3,000
	72,032
	9,529
	9,311
	148,138


Pending schemes

Appendix 6

	Neighbourhood
	Scheme Location
	Scheme Details
	Progress

	Central
	Carr Hill Scheme - Carrhill Road/Appian Place
	Provide barrier to prevent children riding motorbikes in the area
	Estimates received 

	Central
	Centurion Way Scheme - 21-51 Queen Eliz Avenue Flats (12 Flats odd numbers only)
	Provide a door entry system. Tenants have to go down 2/3 flights of stairs every time someone rings bell
	Estimate requested

	Central
	Sheriff Hill Scheme - From 1 Leeming Gardens to 60 Causeway
	Provide boundary fencing to improve security and appearance of area.
	Pathfinder scheme £26,000

Start in January 2005



	Central
	Ermine Crescent, Sheriff Hill
	Provide parking area for tenants
	Consultation In progress

	Central
	Sheriff Hill Scheme - Pottersway/Crossway
	Provide verge hardening to increase parking for tenants and to enhance road safety
	Estimate requested

	Central
	Sheriffs Highway
	Remove obsolete concrete bollards along the length of Sheriff Highway 
	Estimate requested

	Central
	Sheriffs Highway
	Continue decorative fencing scheme at Sheriff Hill
	Being considered as a Pathfinder scheme


	Neighbourhood
	Scheme Location
	Scheme Details
	Progress

	Central
	Sheriffs Highway
	Provide access and parking to properties at the south end of Sheriff Highway.
	Estimate requested

	Central
	Ettrick Gardens Deckham
	Install fencing to front and rear of properties 1 to 23 and 2 to 40 Ettrick Gardens


	Estimate requested

	Central
	Deckham Scheme - Mersey Place
	Provide verge hardening to create parking bays outside nos1 to12
	Estimate requested

	Central
	Deckham Scheme – 24 -32 Mersey Road
	Enhance security by thinning or removing trees in front of 24 to 32 Mersey Road
	Estimate requested

	Central
	Havelock Close, Gateshead
	Upgrade lighting to six gunnel areas of Havelock Close
	Estimate received – Consultation due to start

	Central
	Sunderland Road three storey flats comprising of four blocks at Duncan St, Beaufront Gardens, Lumley Gardens
	Replace the existing communal entrance doors with Safer by Design doors
	To be presented to Area board 2/12/04

	Central
	Claremont and Cotfield Walk bungalows
	Fit front and rear security lighting to the bungalows of Claremont and Cotfield Walk
	Consultation in progress


	Neighbourhood
	Scheme Location
	Scheme Details
	Progress

	Central
	Claremont and Cotfield Walk flats
	Fit front and rear security lighting to the flats of Claremont and Cotfield Walk
	Consultation in progress

	Central
	Chandless maisonettes
	Install security door entry systems at the base of each communal staircase
	Consultation due to start

	Central
	Saltwell Road Flats Nos. 45-75
	Provide seating area for residents by the removal of redundant coal sheds
	Consultation in progress

	Central
	St. Marys Court
	Improve access and car parking for residents
	Estimate requested

	Central
	Regent Court
	Install garden seating area to front grassed area. Resurface rear entrance road to residents car park
South side front entrance - remove tiled steps and replace with non slip surface

Decorative railings to front elevation to semi-private space.
	 Consultation In progress

	Central
	Claremont and Cotfield Walk
	Install door entry system to communal entrance style flats
	Consultation in progress


	Neighbourhood
	Scheme Location
	Scheme Details
	Progress

	Central
	Bensham Court
	Provide car parking for residents by conversion of tarmac area
	Pathfinder scheme proposal Cost £15,177 to start Jan 2005

	Central
	Abbey Court flats
	Install door entry system to communal entrance style flats
	Consultation in progress


	Neighbourhood
	Scheme Location
	Scheme Details
	Progress

	Inner West
	Clavering Road, Swalwell
	Provide fencing to enhance sense of security for tenants
	Consultation In progress

	Inner West
	Rectory Hall estate - Whickham
	Provide fencing to enhance sense of security for tenants.
	Consultation In progress

	Inner West
	Derwentside Sheltered scheme – Swalwell.
	Provide parking and drop-off point nearer the front entrance
	Consultation In progress

	Inner West
	Lobley Hill – 3 storey flats
	Install door-entry system
	Estimate requested

	Inner West
	Lobley Hill – Cotswold Gardens
	Works to improve and secure area of housing amenity land
	Consultation In progress

	Inner West
	Meadow Lane, Dunston
	Provide lighting to external drying area
	Estimates received and consultation completed, aim to submit to January 2005 Area Board meeting.



	Neighbourhood
	Scheme Location
	Scheme Details
	Progress

	West
	Conifer Close/Broom Close

Winlaton
	Provide additional footpaths to bungalows to improve access at front of the properties
	\Presented to Area Board – 02/12/04

	West
	Denton /River View Winlaton.
	Provide street lighting to cut between Denton and River View


	Presented to Area Board – 02/12/04

	West
	Footpaths between rear of Birch Road and the Dene

Blaydon
	Resurface footpaths
	“Friends of the Dene” partnership to do work.

	West
	Kellsway Bungalows

Rowlands Gill
	Provide additional security lights to 24 bungalows
	Estimate requested.

	West
	Boltons Bungalows Chopwell
	Provide fencing around the residents lounge to improve security
	Presented to Area Board – 02/12/04

	West
	Daffodil Close bungalows

Blaydon
	Provide Safer by Design front and rear security doors as a continuation of a previous scheme
	Work will be done with Decent Homes programme.

	West
	Weatherside bungalows Winlaton
	Provide parking bays to alleviate double parking and allow better access for emergency services
	To consult with residents. Parking bays already exist need to identify whether there is a need for further parking bays. 
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