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	Report to East Area Board 

6 December 2004


	
	

	Title:


	Beacon Lough East - Progress Report

	Report of:
	Principal Housing Services Manager

	
	


Purpose of Report

1.  
To advise the Area Board on progress to date with re-housing from Beacon Lough East.

Background   

2. The Council’s Cabinet on 28 October 2003 agreed that 153 properties (including 11 private dwellings) and 43 garages would be demolished on the Beacon Lough East estate. It was also agreed that tenants in Callender Court would be re-housed and a suitable alternative use would be investigated.  

3. An initial report was submitted to the Area Board on 8 June 2004, which outlined the reasons for the demolition and the number of properties involved. It was agreed that quarterly reports would be presented to the Area Board to update them on progress. This report provides an update to information previously given to the Area Board on 14 September 2004.

Progress to date 

4. Since the report submitted at the September meeting, a further 14 households have been re-housed. In the demolition are, 104 of the 153 properties to be demolished are now vacant, leaving 49 residents still to be re-housed. Three of these residents are owner occupiers and negotiations are taking place to acquire the properties and re-house the owners. Appendix 1 shows the current re-housing situation in each street

5. At Callender Court, there are still four tenants, including the caretaker, to be re-housed. However, accommodation has been identified for one of the tenants and has been pre-allocated to them. The Council have now agreed final details of the proposed extra care housing scheme with Housing 21 and subject to the remaining tenants being re-housed, will be on site in early 2005.

6. Cheviot Housing Association has started work on building 10 two-bedroom bungalows on the site of the former Cedarwood Home; completion is expected to be in March 2005. A number of residents from the demolition area have expressed an interest in these properties and nominations have been forwarded to the housing association.
Housing Management Issues

7. The Estate Officer and the Handyperson continue to carry out regular inspections of the estate to maintain both the environment and the empty properties. The handyperson ensures that gardens of empty properties are kept tidy and any articles or rubbish dumped is quickly removed. He also checks that all security screens remain intact.

8. The tender for demolition has now been awarded to G.O’Briens and Sons Ltd for the fixed price of £307,536.96

Next steps

9. To allow demolition to start it is necessary to have full blocks of properties empty. Therefore priority has been given to three specific blocks at Fennel, Medlar and Balmlaw, where a number of properties are already vacant. 

10. The remaining tenants in these blocks are being prioritised for rehousing.

Recommendation

11. The Area Board is asked to note the report.

Contact:  Margaret Copeland, Area Housing Manager
Tel:  433 6113
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	Area
	No.of properties
	No. of voids
	Tenants remaining to be rehoused
	Tenants with offer
	Without offer
	
	
	

	Fennel
	64
	42
	22
	7
	15
	
	
	

	Medlar
	43
	30
	13
	1
	12
	
	
	

	Linden
	27
	17
	10
	1
	9
	
	
	

	Balmlaw
	19
	15
	4
	2
	2
	
	
	

	Total
	153
	104
	49
	11
	38
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Callender Court
	48
	44
	4
	1
	3
	
	
	

	
	201
	148
	100
	12
	41
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Empty properties as follows 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fennel - 1,2,3,5,8,9,10,13,14,15,16,17,19,20,21,22,23,24,26,29,31,34,36,37,41,42,44,45,46,49,52,53,54,55,56,57,58,59,60,61,62,64

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Medlar - 3,5,7,8,9,10,12,13,14,15,19,20,21,22,23,25,26,28,32,31,33,34,35,36,37,38,40,41,42,43.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Linden - 30,31,32,33,34,35,36,37,38,39,41,44,47,48,49,50,51
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balmlaw - 39,40,41,42,43,44,46,47,50,51,52,53,55,56,57.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


