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	Report to East and South Area Board 

6 December 2004


	
	

	Title:


	Security and Environmental Schemes 

	Report of:
	Principal Housing Services Manager

	
	


Purpose of Report

1. To seek approval of proposed security and environmental schemes for Neighbourhood East and South.

Background

2. The Board of Directors agreed the Area Board’s Term of Reference on 11 December 2003, which included a requirement for them to agree security and environmental programmes identified by tenants.

3. The Area Board at its meeting on the 6th May 2004 agreed that the Principal Housing Service Manager would report security and environmental schemes for approval by the Area Board.

4. The Security and Environmental Budget for 2004/05 is £336,234 for the East and South Area Board. The Area Board has already approved a number of schemes to date costing a total of £159,404, leaving a balance of £176,829 to be spent.

Proposals

5. The following schemes have been submitted by Housing Managers for approval by the Area Board: -

	Location
	Proposal
	Cost


	Impact

	1-17 Garvey Villas,

Windy Nook
	Fit window locks to

17 bungalows
	£1,979
	To improve the 

security to 17

Aged persons

bungalows



	Gower Walk, Dundas Way, Dexter Way, William Pitt, Felling
	To install door entry systems to the main entrance of twelve blocks of four flats
	£12,000
	To improve the security to 47 residents


	1-6, 13-18 Millford Court, Leam Lane
	To remove one foot high rail and replace with one metre high military pale fencing in front of blocks
	£2,800
	To improve the security to residents

	Springwell Flats in Aycliffe Ave, Aycliffe Place, Brandon Gardens, Lanchester Ave, Seaburn Gardens, Springwell Road and Wallace Gardens
	To install door entry systems & letterboxes to communal entrances at various locations
	£27,200
	To improve the security to 120 residents

	Cheshire Avenue Flats
	To provide letterboxes along with door entry system, approved last month
	£1,900
	To assist the security improvements already agreed to 24 flats


6. Under the delegated powers agreed at the Area Board meeting on 14 September 2004 and ratified by the parent Board on 14 October 2004, the following scheme has been agreed in consultation with the Chair of this Area Board:

· 13-18 Millford Court. Lay path over grass to drying area.  The cost of the scheme is £110.

7. This report seeks to allocate a total of  £45,989 from the budget, including the cost of the delegated scheme.

Consultation

Garvey Villas

8. A number of residents contacted their ward councillors regarding concerns over their security, as the properties do not have window locks.

9. Letters were sent to 17 residents and no objections were received.

10. A photograph is shown at Appendix 1.

11. Ward councillors have expressed their support for this proposal.

Gower Walk, Dundas Way, Dexter Way

12. A number of residents have complained about the lack of security and a door entry system to their properties.  They have been subjected to youths congregating on the stairs within the blocks, youths using drugs within the communal area and general anti-social behaviour.  They have asked for door entry systems to enable the doors to be locked. The Neighbourhood Relations Team is currently investigating complaints.

13. Letters were sent to 47 residents and only one objection was received from a tenant who did not feel the scheme was appropriate. There is one leaseholder in the block who is in agreement and is aware of their contribution of £250 if the scheme is approved. This has not been deducted from the scheme cost in the table above.

14. A photograph of a communal entrance is shown at Appendix 2.

15. Ward councillors have expressed their support for this proposal.

Millford Court

15. A number of residents have complained about youths congregating in their communal gardens.  They have suffered from plants being stolen and rubbish dumped in the garden as well as other anti-social behaviour from the youths. The complaints are currently being investigated but to date the perpetrators have not been identified.

16. At present there is only a small one-foot high rail, which does not offer any protection. Replacement with a one metre high fence will improve the security and privacy to the front of the blocks. However it is intended to continue to monitor the complaints.

17. 18 letters were sent to the residents of three blocks, 1-6, 13-18 and 19-24.  No objections were received from blocks 1-6 and 13-18.  However there were 3 objections (50% of the residents) from block 19-24, who did not want this work to be done. This block has been withdrawn from the scheme but will be monitored for possible future approval should the situation not improve. 
18. There are two leaseholders in block 13-18 who have not responded to consultation but they have been made aware of their contribution of £232 each should the scheme be approved. This has not been deducted from the scheme cost in the above table.

19. Photographs of the two blocks are shown at Appendix 3.

20. Ward councillors have expressed their support for this proposal.

Springwell Flats

21. Over a number of years residents have requested door entry system to enable them to feel secure and be able to give access to visitors without having to go to the main entrance.  At the same time this increases the security of the blocks and gives the residents peace of mind.

22. There are 25 blocks being a mix of two and three storey flats and the scheme would benefit 122 residents living in Aycliffe Avenue, Aycliffe Place, Brandon Gardens, Lanchester Avenue, Seaburn Gardens, Springwell Road and Wallace Gardens.

23. There were 122 letters sent to 118 tenants and four leaseholders; two objections were received from leaseholders that were not prepared to contribute to the costs. These two properties will be ommitted from the scheme and this will not affect the installation to the rest of the block. The two remaining leaseholders are prepared to pay for the installation to their properties, their contribution being £226. This has not been deducted from the scheme cost in the above table.

24. Photographs of the blocks are shown at Appendix 4.

25. Ward Councillors have expressed their support for this proposal.

Cheshire Avenue

26.
The area board at its last meeting approved a scheme to fit a new door entry system and letterboxes to 24 properties in Cheshire Avenue.  However, the cost of the letterboxes was not included in the amount of £6,000 approved by the Area Board. There is an additional cost of £1,900 required to carry out this work.

Financial Implications

26. A list of schemes previously approved is attached at Appendix 5 for the Area Boards information, along with a summary of progress to date.

27. The Director of Finance and ICT confirms that budgetary provision for these works exists within the investment programme budget.

Recommendations

28. The Area Board is recommended to 

· approve the schemes as set out above

· note the scheme approved in accordance with the powers delegated to the Principal Housing Services Manager.

Contact: Julie McCartney, Principal Housing Services Manager
Tel: 433 5304







Appendix 5

Approved schemes 2004 / 2005

	Location
	Area
	Scheme
	Cost
	Date Approved
	Progress

	Rear of Lingshaw, Leam Lane
	East
	To remove grassed area adjacent to garages and replace with tarmac
	£4,280
	13 July 04
	Complete

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Rear of 10 to 24 Wood Green, Bill Quay
	East
	To replace a broken flagged path that is a tripping hazard to the elderly residents, with tarmac
	£5,069
	13 July 04
	Consultation with Councils Highways Section

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Rear of Communal Lounge, Wood Green, Bill Quay
	East
	To fit handrails adjacent to paths running to communal lounge and a path leading to the laundry
	£2,975
	13 July 2004
	Consultation with Councils Highways Section

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Wood Green and Thistley Green, Bill Quay
	East
	To install drop kerbs at 4 locations to allow for wheelchair access
	£1,167
	13 July 04
	Consultation with Councils Highways section

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Rear of Communal lounge, Wood Green, Bill Quay
	East
	To remove the bit mack surface road and replace with tarmac
	£11,878
	13 July 04
	Consultation with Councils Highways Section

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Rear of 20-30 & 42 Seaburn Gnds, Springwell
	South
	To erect a metal fence to the rear of the properties to provide added security
	£3,500
	13 July 04
	Work in progress

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Front of Springfell, Birtley
	South
	To remove shrubs and bushes which are attracting anti-social youths, litter and rats
	£1,683
	13 July 04
	Work in progress

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Rear of 94 Woodburn, Leam Lane
	East
	To supply and erect bollards on grassed area to the rear
	£494
	10 August 04
	Work in progress

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Lansbury Gardens, Ellen Wilk
	East
	To replace grassed area in front of No.60 with tarmac and to verge harden in front of no.21 and no.33
	£11,675
	10 August 04
	Consultation with Councils Highways Section

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Lyndholme Sheltered Unit
	South
	To provide 2 additional seats in the landscaped grounds for use by the residents
	£840
	10 August 04
	Work in progress

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	13-23 Seaburn Gnds, Wrekenton
	South
	Tarmac grass verge in front of block
	£1,370
	10 August 04
	Consultation with Councils Highways Section

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Chopwell Gnds, Wrekenton
	South
	Increase height of fencing to bungalows
	£1,403
	14 Sept 04
	Work in progress

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Wetheral Gnds, Low Fell
	South
	Enclose entrance to communal doorway
	£1,100
	14 Sept 04
	Work in progress

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Rosemary Gardens Eighton Banks
	South
	To tarmac part of the grassed area to widen the road.
	£7,914
	18 Oct 04
	Consultation with Councils Highways section

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Seascale Place Beacon Lough


	South
	To install cycle barriers on the path
	£1,012
	18 Oct 2004
	Work in progress

	
	
	
	
	
	

	44, 66-68, 88-98, 108-120 Aycliffe Cres

Springwell
	South
	To tarmac the grass verges to the front of properties
	£12,019
	18 Oct 04
	Consultation with Councils Highways section

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Leyburn Place

Birtley
	South
	Enclose porches to 16 ground floor flats
	£19,200
	18 Oct 04
	Order raised and planning in progress.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	72-86 Wealcroft Leam Lane Estate
	East
	To remove the grassed area and replace with tarmac to provide parking bays.
	£9,669
	18 Oct 04
	Consultation with Councils Highways section

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Leamside (Leam Lane)
	East
	To remove the grassed area and replace with tarmac to provide parking bays.
	£14,823
	18 Oct 04
	Consultation with Councils Highways section

	
	
	
	
	
	

	26 & 28 Fallowfeld
	East
	To provide 3ft high fencing to the front of the bungalows
	£1,025
	18 Oct 04
	Order raised and planning in progress.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1-6 & 7-12 Wealcroft Court
	East
	To provide 3ft high fencing on top of existing low wall and a gate for access to the front of the block
	£6,800
	18 Oct 04
	Work in progress

	
	
	
	
	
	

	184 – 202 Redemarsh
	East
	To remove the privet hedging to the rear of 10 properties and replace with 3ft high rear and intermediate fencing
	£12,800
	18 Oct 04
	Work in progress

	
	
	
	
	
	

	13-18 Millford Court, Leam Lane
	South
	Provide path to drying area
	£110.00
	Under £1,000 approved by Julie McCartney
	Consultation with Councils Highways section

	
	
	
	
	
	

	9 Wirralshir (Leam Lane)
	South
	Supply fence and gate
	£450.00
	Under £1,000 approved by Julie McCartney
	Order raised and planning in progress


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blackhill Crescent, Springwell
	South
	To remove 2 planters and replace with tarmac
	£11,800
	2 Nov 04
	Planning in Progress

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cheshire Avenue, Birtley
	South
	To install door entry system to the main entrances of 6 blocks of 4 flats and individual letterboxes to each tenant
	£6,000
	2 Nov 04
	Planning in Progress

	
	
	
	
	
	

	15-20 Skiddaw Place, Low Fell
	South
	To replace the concrete ‘honeycomb’ panels with a glazed unit
	£8,402
	2 Nov 04
	Planning in Progress

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Spend up to 2 November 2004
	Verge hardening

(£)
	Fencing

(£)
	Lighting

(£)
	Land

scaping (£)
	General security

(£)
	General 

Env

(£)
	Other

(£)
	Total

(£)

	East
	45,517
	21,075
	0
	110
	0
	4,636
	11,878
	83,216

	South
	21,303
	4,903
	506
	13,483
	27,312
	9,242
	0
	76,749

	Total
	66,820
	25,978
	506
	13,593
	27,312
	13,878
	11,878
	159,965
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