NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

20 APRIL 2004

PRESENT:

Mrs M E MacArdle (Chair)




Councillors Foster, Packham and Thompson




Mr Brown and Dr Snape

APOLOGIES:
Councillor Napier and Mrs Drury

9. MINUTES

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting held on  

17 November 2004 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

10. PROCEDURE FOR HEARINGS BY THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

The Committee has previously agreed a procedure for hearing and determining allegations that a Member of the Authority had breached the Code of Conduct (minute 7 – 2003/04).

The procedure had been prepared with advice from the Standards Board for England and would apply to cases where an Ethical Standards Officer had referred a report on alleged misconduct to this Committee for consideration.

On 5 February 2004, The Members of the Authority and two Independent Members of the Standards Committee took part in a mock hearing conducted under the procedure. The exercise brought to light certain areas where the procedure needed to be clarified or amended.

The revised procedure was submitted.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the revised procedure for the conduct
of hearings by the Standards Committee







concerning allegations of misconduct by






Members of the Authority, as included in the






appendices to the minutes, be adopted.

(ii) That examples of cases previously

considered by the Standards Board

for England be submitted to the next meeting.

11. PROTOCOL – THE ROLE OF THE MONITORING OFFICER

In late 2003, District Audit carried out a review of the way that the role of Monitoring Officer is discharged in local authorities and Police Authorities. While there were no particular concerns, it was pointed out that the Authority did not have a document describing the role of the Monitoring Officer that might assist in making the role clear to Members of the Authority and employees.

A draft protocol on the role of the Monitoring Officer, setting out existing law and practice, was submitted.

RESOLVED -
That the protocol on the role of the Monitoring Officer, as included in the appendices to the minutes, be approved. 

