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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
28 October 2004
TITLE OF REPORT:
Northern Region Film & Television Archive

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Head of Cultural Development
 

Purpose of the Report
The committee is asked to make key decisions in relation to the Archives Service’s relationship with the Northern Region Film & Television Archive (NRFTA).

 

Background

1.  The Archives Service is a founder member, alongside the University of Teesside and Trade films, of a consortium brought together by the British Film Institute and (then) Northern Arts to create and operate a regional film archive. 

2. Trade Films subsequently deposited its collection with Tyne & Wear Archives, although it retains an interest in NRFTA. The regional collection is now held at Tyne & Wear Archives and at the University of Teesside, where a purpose-built storage vault has been constructed with the intention of housing all master material. The Joint Committee has previously stated that Tyne & Wear material should not be transferred unless access can be guaranteed.

3. Until last year NRFTA was overseen by a shadow board, of which the Chairman of the Joint Committee was a member. In December 2003, as long planned, NRFTA was established as a company limited by guarantee. The Chairman of the Joint Committee remains a board member and is now also a director of the company.

4. The staff of NRFTA have been the Director, originally employed by Gateshead Council for Tyne & Wear Archives Service but subsequently by the University of Teesside, and an Access Officer, based at Tyne & Wear Archives and employed by Gateshead. The Director resigned in October 2003, and NRFTA has been without a Director since then.

5. The funding of NRFTA has come from Northern Arts and a small but regular contribution from the Archives Service. The University of Teesside has contributed in kind, and NRFTA has also been able to gain some commercial income. Responsibility for film in the region now lies with Northern Film & Media, and not with the Arts Council. NFM are able to grant fund NRFTA activities, but not provide regular core funding as Northern Arts did (although this was only ever intended as an interim situation). The Joint Committee in February 2004 agreed an increased contribution to NRFTA this year in order to guarantee the employment of the Access Officer for 6 months. As she has been on maternity leave, this contribution will actually last until 31 December 2004.

Proposals

6. Subject to the approval of the NRFTA board, the University of Teesside has proposed the part-time secondment of two members of staff, one to act as a business manager for NRFTA and one as curator, in effect one full-time equivalent at a senior level. The University of Teesside has also employed two other staff members on a contract basis for NRFTA.

7.     Tyne & Wear Archives Service proposes to make a further contribution to the salary of the Access Officer to continue her employment for the financial year 2004/5. The Strategic Director of Finance for Gateshead Council confirms that this sum can be met from within existing budgets.

8.     The Archives Service further proposes that the Border Television collection, which is currently inadequately housed, and inaccessible, in Newcastle be transferred to the vault at Teesside, in a first stage towards the planned storage of all master material there. This collection was deposited with NRFTA and not with Tyne & Wear archives Service.

9. The Chief Archivist is to be invited to join the Board of NRFTA Ltd.

Alternative Options

10. The alternative option would be to retain the collections at Tyne & Wear, but without further funding for the Access Officer there would be no continuing access to them.

Implications

3.
The report has some financial implications.

Recommendations

4. Approve the actions detailed in the report:-

· Endorse the University of Teesside’s proposals for the management of NRFTA 

· Continue the employment of the Access Officer at Tyne & Wear

· Transfer of the Border Television Collection to Teesside

· Appointment of the Chief Archivist to the Board of NRFTA.

CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

1. Implications of Recommended Option

2. Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

3. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

4. Environmental Implications -  nil

5. Human Rights Implications -  nil

6. Ward Implications -  nil
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