ARCHIVES USERS GROUP

Minutes of the meeting held at the Archives Service, Blandford House, Newcastle upon Tyne, Tuesday 27 July 2004

Present: 
Mrs A Borthwick (chair)
Dr C Fraser 



Mr F Furness



Ms A Gibson

Mr P Hall

Miss B Harbottle

Mrs D Harding

Mrs A Lang

Ms E Rees

Dr W A L Seaman

Mrs H Whale

Dr T Yellowly

1. Apologies for absence were received from Fiona Green and Christine Liddell
2. Minutes of meeting held on 17 February 2004 were approved as a correct record.

3. Matters arising

There were none.

4. Report on Meeting of Archives Joint Committee, 22 July 2004

Ann Borthwick reported on the meeting of the Joint Committee, which had taken place the previous week. 

(i). The Annual Review of the Archives Service was received. This was already available on the Archives Service’s website. Verbal updates reported that the cultural diversity worker had been appointed and South Tyneside had appointed their own records manager. The chairman suggested that publicity could be gained from the range of overseas visitors. 

(ii). An update on the Best Value review had been presented. This was the first detailed end of year report, presenting the results of the performance indicators. Some were above target, others narrowly missed. A report from the consultants working for South Tyneside on the accommodation issue would be presented at the next Committee.

(iii). The report of the Archives Task Force, which had reported in March, was summarised. The Archives Service was already making good progress on several recommendations. The committee requested that a letter be sent to MLA about the lack of funding associated with the report.

(iv). A review of archives and education in the north east, which had been funded by NEMLAC, was summarised. A steering group will continue to meet to try to identify funding for a regional education officer.

5. Report of Chief Archivist 1 November 2003 - 31 January 2004

This had been circulated. Barbara Harbottle asked whether there was scope for liaison with the county archaeology team on the Second World War. She also asked about the possibilities of bringing together the dispersed Bell collection. This had been considered at a virtual level, and remained a possible project for the future. The Chief Archivist gave further information about the Cultural Diversity project.

6. Any other business

Barbara Harbottle enquired about some material on the Holy Jesus Hospital. The Chief Archivist agreed to look into the  matter.

7. Ashington to Zanzibar project

Nerys Tunnicliffe gave a presentation on her work on this project, which had been held over from the last meeting. The project had revealed a great deal about the linkages and succession of various architects’ practices, and provided access to much valuable material for the first time. She showed some particularly decorative items from the Charlewood Curry collection.

8. 
Date of Next Meetings
9 November 2004 

15 February 2005 (subject to progress with development trust)
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