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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
28 October 2004
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Archives Service Accommodation

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Head of Cultural Development
 

Purpose of the Report
The Best Value Review of the Archives Service identified accommodation for the service as a key issue and recommended the investigation of options for relocation.

The report seeks permission to further develop discussion with South Tyneside Council.

 

Background

1. The Best Value Review of the Archives Service identified the current accommodation at Blandford House as inadequate for the current and future needs of the service.

2. All five districts were invited to put forward proposals for alternative accommodation. South Tyneside Council has been the only one to express any serious interest and has included the Archives Service in its considerations of the future development of South Shields. 

3. At the last meeting of the Tyne and Wear Archive Committee 22 July 2004, it was agreed that a presentation be given by on the initial feasibility study of the South Shields Info Store Project.  The feasibility study considers the option of re-locating the Tyne and Wear Archive to South Shields as part of the info-store projects.

4. The feasibility study was commissioned by South Tyneside Council as part of the development of the Council’s regeneration study.  The study was undertaken by the consultants Ironside Farrah.  It uses information drawn from studies undertaken as part of the Transforming South Tyneside Town Centre Study.

Summary

5. The key issues raised in the study are featured in the presentation.

Development concept

The integration of a range of complementary services within a dynamic new building which is a cornerstone of the transformation of South Shields Town Centre and River Frontage.

Key Components

· South Shields Library

· Tyne and Wear Archive

· Adult Learning Centre

· South Tyneside Tourist Information Centre

· Art Exhibition Space

· Museum/Art Store

· Café and Retail Unit

· Council Services Centre

6. Key Design features 

· Exemplar ‘iconic’ modern architecture

· Street level access with retail entrance(s)

· Good disability access

· Atriums and top-floor cafes

· Atrium light

· Open access to all information through multi-media

· Open plan design and circulation

· Defused boundaries between building occupants

· Contemporary cultural market place

· ‘Access for all’ philosophy

· Child friendly

7. The proposed new archive centre will deliver the vision of a twenty first century archive service developed by the DCMS Archive Task Force in 2003.  It will provide for:

· Digital access to archive material

· Enhanced access for educational purposes

· Increased community participation, particularly through outreach to the wider regional community

· The development of a centre for archive excellence

8. The re-housing of the archive collection will provide major opportunity to promote wider public access through the promotion of the region’s social, cultural and industrial past. 

9. The feasibility study envisages a 5000 square metre archive facility allowing 21 km of shelving.  It is proposed to divide provision into two elements.  The first element, about 33% of the total would accommodate the public interface and climate controlled storage for the most accessed elements of the Archive, including family history, micro filmed records and digitised material.  The second element would accommodate the climate controlled storage for the major part of the archive, which is occasionally accessed by specialist groups or members of the public.

10. The study suggests that the overall info store development call cost in the region of £20m with the archives component representing expenditure of £10m.  The study looks at a range of funding options.  The Heritage Lottery could potentially contribute up to 75% of the cost of the new archive centre.  The actual level of Heritage Lottery support would be dependent on the outcome of a funding bid.  A bid will need to demonstrate that Tyne and Wear local authorities have plans in place to meet at least 25% of the capital cost.

11. A report is shortly to be submitted to the Cabinet of South Tyneside Council which will consider the initial Feasibility study.  The report will recommend more detailed exploration of funding and procurement options including the initial preparation of funding bids.  To take the Info-Store Project forward it is important that Tyne and Wear Archives Committee agree to be involved in the next stage of project development.

Recommendation

12.  It is recommended that:-

(i) That the Committee agree in principle to participation in the Info-Store project.

(ii) That the Chief Archivist participate in the development of the project to enable submissions to be made to subsequently to funding bodies.

(iii) That the Tyne and Wear Co-ordinating Committee be informed of the initial work undertaken on the Info-Store project and give initial consideration to the potential capital and revenue implications.

Alternative Options

13.  There is no alternative option at present.

CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 232 6789 extension  415
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Implications of Recommended Option

Further discussions will have revenue implications in the short to medium term and capital implications in the longer term.
1.  Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

2. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

3. Environmental Implications -  nil

4. Human Rights Implications -  nil

5. Ward Implications -  nil
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