NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 22 SEPTEMBER 2004

MODERNISING POLICE POWERS TO MEET COMMUNITY NEEDS – HOME OFFICE CONSULTATION

REPORT OF THE CLERK

1 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To update members on the recent Home Office consultation document on Modernising Police Powers to meet Community Needs

2 BACKGROUND

2.1 This consultation paper on modernising police powers forms part of the government’s wider reform programme and was highlighted in the Green Paper “Policing: Building safer communities together”.  The paper covers out a range of areas that will affect how the police and others carry out their roles.  

2.2
It is against the background of the reform programme that this consultation paper sets out key areas of police powers which may need extending or benefit from clarification, simplification and modernisation.

2.3
The proposed measures will be included in the police bill to be introduced in November and focus on:

a. Providing police and other relevant agencies with appropriate powers to tackle crime;

b. Removing barriers enabling more effective targeting of criminals

c. Freeing up more time for police officers to take up front line duties.

3 CONSULTATION PAPER

3.1 The consultation paper was sent to members at an earlier date to allow members time to read it and comments will be noted at the Police Authority Meeting.  The APA have requested views on the following key areas:

a. Changes to the powers of arrest, including making every offence an arrestable offence;

b. The proposed criteria for exercise of the citizen’s power of arrest;

c. The proposed changes to search warrants;

d. Extending the powers available to PCSOs; including power to issue warnings to beggars; enforce byelaws and search detained persons for weapons;

e. The approach to charging for policing services under section 25, Police Act 1996;

f. The proposals to designate chief officers as “corporations sole” for the purposes of health and safety legislation;

g. Extending drug-testing to people on arrest (rather than charge);

h. Funding ANPR through fixed penalty revenue;

i. Extending stop and search powers to cover fireworks; and

j. Extending powers of identification in relation to fingerprints; footprints and DNA.

4
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

4.1 There are no equal opportunity implications directly arising from this report.

5
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

5.1 There are no human rights implications directly arising from this report.

6
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

6.1
There are no financial implications arising directly from this report.

7
RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1
(I)
Members are asked to note the contents of this report.

(ii) 
To submit comments to be incorporated into the Authority’s response direct to the Assistant Clerk (Policy) or at the meeting of the Northumbria Police Authority.

(iii)
To agree to receive further reports regarding the outcomes of this consultation document at a later date.
