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1
LETTERS OF APPRECIATION


In the quarter ended 30 September 2004, 260 letters were received expressing appreciation for assistance given by members of the force, compared to 238 in the same period of the previous year.








01.07.04
01.07.03



     to
     to


Category
30.09.04
30.09.03



From relatives for assistance following



a bereavement
13
10





From motorists
18
15




From persons injured in criminal activities
9   
3




For assistance concerning juveniles
8
12




For assistance in the organisation of



public events
28
20





For assistance involving security
9
10




In connection with missing persons
2
7





In connection with the handling of offenders
9
19





For public lectures and demonstrations
11
7
  




In connection with the rescue of persons
3
0




Assistance to other official departments
13
42





For charitable donations
37
12





Miscellaneous
100
81




Total:
260
238



2
SECONDMENT

Approval is sought for the following Home Office Funded secondment which is subject to the provisions of the Police Act 1996, Section 97, Part 3, Paragraphs A and B.


National Criminal Intelligence Service

Detective Sergeant 45 C Robinson - extension until 31 March 2006 of an existing secondment which began 1 October 2001, and was due to end 30 September 2004.

3
NORTH EAST AIR SUPPORT UNIT

PROGRESS REPORT - JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2004

During the period July to September 2004, the North East Air Support Unit responded to 1224 incidents from which there were 230 arrests.


There were 73 occasions when air support was denied.


A selection of noteworthy incidents is attached at Appendix ‘A’.


APPENDIX 'A'

Summary of Noteworthy Incidents

Helicopter Flying Hours April 2004 to September 2004

Total Flying Hours   
Budget

2004/5 - 590
652


2003/4 - 741
652


2002/3 - 660
652


         Fixed Wing Aircraft Flying Hours April 2004 to September 2004

Total Flying Hours
Budget      



 2004/5 - 494
501


 2003/4 - 646
501

2002/3 - 502



       

         501

Date
Hours


Incident
Time of Task
Result

09/07/04
00:01
The helicopter attended a report of an attempted burglary in progress in Northumberland.
15 mins
The crew conducted a search and located a male hiding in a garden. Officers were directed and the male was arrested.

 

 

 

10/07/04
21:30
The helicopter assisted with a search for a child who had been missing for several hours in the Northumberland area. 
60 mins
The crew used the aircraft public address system to alert members of the public. The child was located by a person who heard the message and was returned home safe and well.



 

 

18/07/04
14:30
The helicopter was requested to carry out a search of the River Tyne banks in Newcastle for a vulnerable male.
35 mins
The crew carried out a search and located the male on a wall next to the river. The man was persuaded to come down and was taken to safety.



 

 

23/07/04
06:00
The helicopter deployed to a serious road traffic collision in the Berwick area.
45 mins
A seriously injured casualty was airlifted from the scene to Wansbeck Hospital.



 

 

26/07/04
04:15
The aeroplane attended a report of persons on the roof of a nursing home in Hartlepool.
20 mins
The crew carried out a search and located three people running away from the scene. Officers were directed and the three were arrested.



 

 

29/07/04
00:50
The aeroplane assisted with a search for a vulnerable missing female in Peterlee.
30 mins
The crew carried out a thermal image search and located a female. Officers were directed and she was taken to safety.



 

 

06/08/04
01.20
The aeroplane attended a report of two stolen vehicles abandoned in Thornaby.
65 mins
A search of the area was carried out using the thermal image camera. Four people were found in two different locations. Officers were directed and all four were arrested. 



 

 

06/08/04
22:10
The helicopter attended the Gateshead area to search for a female who had fallen down a ravine. 
50 mins
The aircraft crew contacted her on her mobile phone and used her directions to locate her with the search light. Officers were directed to her.



 

 







Date
Hours
Incident
Time of Task
Result



09/08/04
02:00
The helicopter attended a report of a burglary in progress at a supermarket in Sunderland.
45 mins
The crew carried out a search using the thermal image camera. A heat source was located and the suspect was arrested.







21/08/04
02:15
The aeroplane attended a vehicle pursuit in North Ormesby.
20 mins
Throughout the pursuit the crew provided safety information and obtained video evidence. When the vehicle was lost the crew directed officers to it and the occupants were arrested.



 

 

21/08/04
19:00
The helicopter carried out a search in Kielder Forest for a group of people who were lost. One of the group, a child, had sustained a head injury.
70 mins
The crew spoke to the people from the aircraft on their mobile phone and were quickly able to locate them. They were taken to safety and the child was airlifted to hospital.



 

 

25/08/04
00:00
The helicopter carried out a search for a vulnerable missing person in Chester-le-Street. 
45 mins
The crew carried out a search using the search light and thermal image camera. The woman was located and officers were directed to her location. She was taken to safety. 



 

 

28/08/04
13:25
The aeroplane carried out a search for a wanted person who had run from a vehicle in Middlesbrough.
55 mins
The crew carried out a search using the thermal image camera. They located a heat source and directed officers who arrested him.



 

 

11/09/04
17:10
The helicopter deployed to search a remote area of County Durham for a vulnerable missing person.
25 mins
A helicopter search discovered the person, unconscious, in a car. The crew gave first aid and provided an urgent airlift to hospital.



 

 

26/09/04
15:55
The aeroplane deployed to search for two people responsible for a burglary at a school in Spennymoor.
40 mins
A search was carried out and the crew saw two suspects running across a field from the scene. Officers were directed and two males were arrested.

