NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 20 OCTOBER 2004

POLICING: BUILDING SAFER COMMUNITIES TOGETHER – SUMMARY OF CONSULTATION RESPONSES

REPORT OF THE CLERK AND CHIEF CONSTABLE

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1
To inform members of the results from the recent Home Office consultation document ‘Policing: Building Safer Communities Together’.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1
Members will be aware that in November 2003, the Home Office issued a consultation document entitled ‘Policing: Building Safer Communities Together’. This paper launched a major consultation exercise to determine how policing could be developed in neighbourhoods.  The document covered a wide range of issues across four main themes: Increasing Community Engagement, Accountability, Operational Effectiveness and Service Modernisation.  Members will also be aware that the authority obtained comments and views from a wide range of groups and that a joint comprehensive response was submitted to the Home Office based on the issues raised.

2.2 On 27 February 2004 the Home Office also published a shorter questionnaire version of the consultation paper aimed directly at the general public.

2.3 On 13 September the Home Office published the results from the consultation exercise. This paper summarises the main themes that were raised and gives an early indication of how the reform programme will move forward in advance of a more detailed policy paper later in 2004. 

3. POLICING: BUILDING SAFER COMMUNITIES TOGETHER – SUMMARY OF CONSULTATION RESPONSES
3.1
According to the Home Office “the overall tone of the responses was positive and there was broad support for the direction the reform programme, in particular the desire to increase community engagement, to ensure that the police are more visible and accessible and to give local people a greater say in determining community safety priorities.  

3.2
Many of the new proposals raised in the paper and questionnaire such as the single non-emergency number, local service level agreements and community advocates also received a broad degree of support.  Although it was acknowledged that the detail of how they would work in practice still needed detailed consideration.

3.3
The debates on clarifying and strengthening accountability arrangements, ensuring the police are structured in the most effective way to tackle crime at all levels and building a modernised flexible workforce were all welcomed.  However, the issues raised were complex and it was clear that debate on how to progress them would continue. 

3.4
Members may recall that views were invited on strengthening the current policing accountability arrangements.  A potential model was put forward taking a ‘bottom up’ approach.  Although there was general agreement that accountability arrangements needed to take this direction and that the three tier model was thought to be a good starting point for further debate, the concept of direct elections was rejected.  

4.
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT.

4.1      The governments thinking has been influenced by the themes emerging from 

the consultation exercise.  The direction of the reform programme as set out in the Home Office five year Strategic Plan builds on the issues raised during the consultation exercise.  Responses received put a particular emphasis on supporting the expansion of neighbourhood policing.  

4.2
A copy of the full document and the Home Office five year Strategic Plan can be provided on request or can be obtained from the Home Office website, www.homeoffice.gov.uk.

4.3
The next stage will be the publication of a further policy paper for consultation later in 2004, which will set out more detailed proposals and pose some further questions on elements of the reform programme. 

5.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS
5.1
There are no equal opportunity implications directly arising from this report.

6.
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

6.1
There are no human rights implications directly arising from this report.

7.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1
There are no financial implications directly arising from this report.

8.
RECOMMENDATION

8.1
The Authority is asked to note the contents of this report and to receive further reports in the future.
