NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY                                         
 20 October 2004

______________________________________________________________________________

POLICE MEMORIAL TRUST: REQUEST FOR DONATION TOWARDS COST OF NATIONAL POLICE MEMORIAL

Joint Report of Chief Constable, Clerk and Treasurer

______________________________________________________________________________
1
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The purpose of this report is to seek approval for a financial contribution from Northumbria Police Authority, towards the building, maintenance, renovation and restoration costs of the National Police Memorial currently under construction in The Mall, London.

 2
BACKGROUND

The Police Memorial Trust was formed on the 3rd of May 1984 by film producer Michael Winner following the death of police officer Yvonne Fletcher in St. James's Square, London.  The trust is a registered charity who seek to erect Memorials to police officers killed in the course of their hazardous duty, usually on the spot where they met their death.

The aims and objectives of the trust are set out as follows:

The promotion of good citizenship through the provision and maintenance of memorials to police officers killed in the execution of their hazardous duty, and through these memorials also to honour the Police Service in general, and subject thereto to relieve the need of police officers or their dependants arising from the special hazards of police duty.

Since its formation the Police Memorial Trust has thus far erected 29 local memorials to 33 police officers killed on duty.

Whilst it is the intention of the Police Memorial Trust to continue with their local memorials, it is felt that there is a need to provide a National Police Memorial for the purpose of honouring those who serve as police officers.  In particular the National Police Memorial will provide special recognition to police officers killed in the execution of their duty as the result of criminal acts or other hazardous duty, or in the performance of acts of gallantry, by their recording on a Roll of Honour that will be on permanent view at the site.

The National Police Memorial has been designed by Lord Foster of Thames Bank and is positioned at what is probably one of the finest sites in London, being on The Mall at the corner of Horse Guards.

It is expected that Her Majesty the Queen will unveil the memorial at a formal ceremony in November of this year.

As a total build project, the costs associated with construction, maintenance, renovation and restoration of the memorial have been set at £2.3 million.  Private and public donations made thus far have enabled the site of the memorial to be secured and building work to be initiated but further financial support is now required to see the project through to completion.  As such The Police Memorial Trust is seeking financial donations to support the overall concept of the National Police Memorial.

3
PROPOSAL


It is proposed that the Authority make a single payment of £1,000 to The Police Memorial Trust for the purpose of supporting the financial implications associated with the construction, maintenance, renovation and restoration of the National Police Memorial.

4
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

Nil.

5
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

There are no human rights implications arising from this report.

6
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The Treasurer has confirmed that the contribution of £1,000 can be met from within the 2004/5 revenue budget and that no further financial provision will be required in future years.

7
RECOMMENDATION


It is recommended that members agree a contribution of £1,000 towards the costs of construction, maintenance, renovation and restoration of the National Police Memorial.

