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	Report to Area Board West and Central 

7 October 2004


	
	

	Title:


	Security and Environmental Schemes

	Report of:
	Principal Housing Services Manager

	
	



Purpose of Report

1. To seek approval for security and environmental works identified by tenants within the West and Central Area.

Background

2. The Area Board Terms of Reference were agreed by the Board of Directors on 11 December 2003. Within those Terms of Reference is a requirement for the Area Boards to agree security and environmental programmes identified by tenants.

3. The Area Board at its meeting on 6 May 2004 agreed that the Principal Housing Services Manager would report security and environmental schemes for approval.

4. The budget for security and environmental schemes for the West and Central Area Board is £295,000. At previous meetings the Area Board approved schemes at a total cost of £89,931, leaving £205,069 for further schemes.

Proposed Schemes

5. The following proposed schemes have been submitted by Area Housing Managers for approval by the Area Board:

	Location
	Proposal
	Cost

	Clasper Village 
	To supply and fix window locks to all flats in the village excluding sold properties.
	£22,032

	Lovett Walk, Clasper Village
	To replace existing dilapidated timber fence with 1.8m metal palisade at the rear of Lovett Walk to deter persistent fly tipping.
	£15,000



	74 Wilberforce Walk,Clasper Village
	To replace existing timber fence with 1.8m metal palisade to prevent persistent trespass to the garden area of 74 Wilberforce Walk.
	£700

	Warwick Court
	Renew block paving to the patio area 
	£7,279

	Park View, Winlaton
	Replace crazy paved area at Parkview with

Bitmac.
	£6,311


6. This report seeks to allocate a further £51,322 of the unallocated budget. 

Consultation


Clasper Village

7. This scheme is tenant led. The Clasper Village Estate Management Board put the scheme forward and consultation with the community has been via the Board’s monthly surgery.  A photograph is attached as Appendix 1.

8. It is proposed to supply and fit window locks to all flats in the village. Tenants have been particularly vulnerable to burglaries due to their design. The balcony is particularly susceptible because it is so easily accessed by unauthorised persons.

9. This proposal was presented to the Community Surgery on 22 September 2004 and has the residents’ support.

10. In addition, Ward Councillors have expressed their support for this proposal.

11. This scheme is in line with agreed criteria in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives.

Lovett Walk, Clasper Village

12. This scheme will address a long-standing problem of fly tipping to the rear of Lovett Walk, which has been regularly debated at the Community Surgery of the Estate Management Board.  Photographs are attached as Appendix 2.

13. The existing 1.00m high timber fence is in a distressed condition and fails to provide any physical deterrent to the fly tipping problem. It will be replaced by 1.8m high metal palisade fencing with minimal gaps between palings to create a genuine physical deterrent.
14. Consultation on this scheme has been via the Estate Management Board. The scheme was considered on 20 September 2004 at the Community Surgery public meeting.
15. The Council’s Neighbourhood Co-ordinator for Inner-West has also had input to this scheme to ensure it is compatible with the HMR Pathfinder proposals for the adjacent site.
16. In addition, Ward Councillors have expressed their support for this proposal.

17. This scheme is in line with agreed criteria in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives and it supports Pathfinder work.

74 Wilberforce Walk, Clasper Village

18. This scheme proposes to replace the existing timber fence with 1.8 m metal palisade fencing to the side of 74 Wilberforce Walk to prevent unauthorised access by local people who routinely use the tenant’s front patio area as a short cut to the local shop. There is an issue generally on the estate with individuals treating people’s property with contempt so this scheme should prove beneficial to the wider community and may also be viewed as a pilot. Photographs are attached as Appendix 3.

19. The tenant at No 74 has been consulted and supports this proposal. The Community Surgery on 20 September 2004 also gave its support to the scheme.                                                                            

20. In addition, Ward Councillors have expressed their support for this proposal.

21. This scheme is in line with agreed criteria in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives.

Warwick Court

22. Residents have asked for improvements to the block paved patio area adjacent to the communal lounge. The block paving is breaking up through wear and tear and the adjacent stairs are a potential safety hazard.  A photograph is attached as Appendix 4.

23. This proposal will renew the block paving to current day standards and design.

24. The paved patio and stairs will be renewed.

25. Tenants have requested this work at residents meetings since 2001 but funds have not previously been available.

26. In addition, Ward Councillors have expressed their support for this proposal.

27. This scheme is in line with agreed criteria in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives.
Park View, Winlaton

28. This proposal will facilitate the renewal of the crazy paved surface opposite the new Housing 21 care scheme.  The site presents an obvious tripping hazard in its current state and it is proposed to replace the existing surface with bitmac. A photograph is attached as Appendix 5.

29. Local residents have received a letter advising them of the proposal.

30. In addition, Ward Councillors have expressed their support for this proposal.

31. This scheme is in line with agreed criteria in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives.

Financial Implications

32. The Director of Finance and ICT confirms that budgetary provision for these works exists within the investment programme budget.
Pending Schemes

33. Proposed schemes are in the process of being prioritised and costed and will be presented to the Area Board when consultations have been completed. 
Recommendation

34. The Area Board is recommended to approve the proposed schemes as set out above.


Contact: Kevin Lumley, Housing Services Manager
Ext: 5305
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