GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

7 SEPTEMBER 2004

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, M W Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier
C72
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meetings held on 13 July, 15 July and 12 August 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


C73
ESTABLISHMENT OF A LICENSING COMMITTEE


Consideration has been given to the establishment of a Licensing Committee to carry out the functions of the Council as a licensing authority under the Licensing Act 2003.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:

(i) Approve the establishment of a Licensing Committee of 15 members of the Council to discharge the Council’s functions under the Licensing Act 2003.

(ii) Appoint members to the Licensing Committee.

(iii) Note that a further report on the terms of reference, the operation of the Committee and related matters will be submitted following the publication of regulations.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To comply with the requirements of the Act

(B) To ensure that the members of the Committee are able to receive training in advance of taking up their responsibilities.

C74
ALCOHOL BANNING ORDERS – TYNE AND WEAR METRO SYSTEM


Consideration has been given to the proposal to implement alcohol bans on the five metro stations situated within the borough of Gateshead as part of the initiative to designate the entire Tyne and Wear Metro System as an Alcohol Free Zone.


The alternative options to that being recommended, but which have been discounted, included not implementing alcohol banning orders, implementing them in alternative places and implementing them in all public places within the borough.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council be recommended to approve the implementation of alcohol banning orders on all Metro stations within the borough, as outlined in Appendix 2 to 6 of the report, in accordance with the boundaries indicated as part of the Nexus/North Tyneside scheme.

(ii) That a further report on a pilot alcohol banning order in other parts of the borough be submitted in due course.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A)
To enable a corporate Tyne and Wear approach to be taken to the introduction of alcohol banning orders across the whole Tyne and Wear Metro System

(B) To support the efforts of community safety partners  in reducing crime and anti-social  behaviour on the Metro system.

(C) To promote public reassurance. 

(D) To complement the recent investment in CCTV across the Metro system and Nexus proposals to introduce evening security guards on the metro network.
C75
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE


Consideration has been given to the proposal to provide financial assistance to Gateshead jobseekers through the Jobcentre Plus ESF Co-financing initiative and to the funding approval procedure.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the development and delivery of the range of financial assistance through the Jobcentre plus ESF Co-financing initiative, which will help local people return to work, be approved.

(ii) That the approval procedures, detailed in Appendix 2 to the report,  be approved whereby the Head of Economic Development or their nominated representative will give approval in consultation with the Head of Financial Management and/or their nominated representative.

(iii) That the Council be recommended to amend the constitution to delegate authority to the Head of Economic development or their nominated representative to approve applications for assistance identified in the report.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) The funding will allow additional job linkage economic development activity to be undertaken at no cost to the Council.

(B) This approach supports the development of job linkage activity across the Borough, particularly in rural locations, where it has been difficult to find funding for this type of activity.

(C) This funding will enable the Economic Development Service to provide extra support to residents who are sick and disabled, thus helping the Council achieve its Public Service Agreement targets agreed with the Department of Work and Pensions.

(D) The funding will provide a range of financial assistance grants for individuals including:

· Benefit Follow On Payments – to compensate for residents who have to work a month in arrears up to a maximum of £100

· Bill Payments –payment of utility bills or Council Tax up to a maximum of £100

· Childcare Payments – payments to a maximum of £100 to assist with initial childcare costs

· Clothing for Interview – grants to a maximum of £100 to provide residents with smart clothing for interviews

· Transport costs – provision of one month travel passes for residents to assist them to get to work over the first four weeks of employment

· Employee Incentives – aimed at sick and disabled people who have been unwaged for six months or more.  To provide a payment of £40 per week for a period of 26 weeks to overcome loss of benefits

C76
APPOINTMENTS TO ADVISORY GROUPS, OTHER BODIES OF THE COUNCIL, JOINT COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES


Consideration has been given to the appointments of Cabinet members to various bodies, to further appointments and to vacancies being filled which have arisen since the annual appointments approved by Cabinet on 29 June 2004.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the appointment of Cabinet members to various bodies, as detailed in Appendix 4 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That Councillor Bollands be appointed to the Tyne and Wear Local Access Forum.

(iii) That Councillor Mole be appointed to the Court of the University of Newcastle Upon Tyne.

(iv) That Councillors McElroy and Richmond be appointed to the Lyndhurst Community Fund Advisory Group.

(v) That the following Councillors be appointed to fill the vacancies on the bodies indicated:

· Gateshead Community Safety Partnership – Councillor M Goldsworthy

· Gateshead Housing Company – Councillor K Ferdinand

· Gateshead Housing Company East and South Area Board - Councillor M Goldsworthy

· Gateshead Housing Company Central and West Area Board – Councillor M Chaplin

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure appropriate portfolio holder representation where appropriate and that the Council appoints to all available places on various bodies.

(B) To ensure that the Council has continued involvement with the relevant organisations.

C77
CORPORATE COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE – ANNUAL REPORT


Consideration has been given to the Corporate Complaints Procedure Annual Report for 2003/04.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Corporate Complaints Procedure Annual Report for 2003/04, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the report be considered by the Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee in October 2004.

The above decisions have been made to ensure the Council has an effective and timely complaints procedure. 

C78
SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES


Consideration has been given to the proposed school term and holiday dates for the academic year commencing in September 2005.

RESOLVED - 
That the school term and holiday dates for 2005/06, outlined in Appendix 1 to the report, be approved.

The above decision has been made to enable the Council to fulfil its statutory responsibility of formally agreeing school term and holiday dates.


DEMOLITION OF FORMER BLAYDON SCHOOL BUILDINGS


Item withdrawn.

C79
ACTIONS OF THE GROUP DIRECTOR, DEVELOPMENT AND ENTERPRISE TO APPROVE ESTIMATES AND TENDERS DURING THE SUMMER RECESS


Consideration has been given to the actions taken by the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, in consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT and the Acting Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services, in approving schemes, estimates and tenders and transactions in respect of land and property during the summer recess.


RESOLVED - 
That the following actions taken by the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, be noted:

· Acceptance of the tender submitted by Brambledown Landscapes, in the sum of £243,841.04, for the play area and landscape works at Windmill Hills, Bensham. 

· Approval of the scheme and estimated cost of £140,000 and the invitation of tenders for the provision of a reception classroom at Bill Quay Primary School.

· Approval of the sale of 0.34 hectares of land at Speedwell, Beacon Lough to Cheviot Housing Association for the revised sum of £128,149.

· Approval of the terms for entering into a lease with Milldell Limited for Suites 1, 2 and 5 Baltic Business Park and the granting of a sub-lease to the Gateshead Housing Company for their Head Office Accommodation.


The above decision has been made because delivery of the capital programme and its related expenditure, the achievement of capital receipts and the acquisition of suitable accommodation are dependent upon the individual projects and property transactions progressing without delay.

C80
REPLACEMENT FLEET VEHICLES


Consideration has been given to the actions of the Group Director, Local Environmental Services, in using the delegated authority to purchase replacement vehicles from other than the lowest tenderer.

RESOLVED - 
That the actions of the Group Director, Local Environmental Services, in accepting tenders other than the lowest for replacement fleet vehicles be noted.


The above decision has been made to comply with Contract Procedure Rules.

C81
VARIANCES WITH THE FORWARD PLAN AND SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the variances between the agenda for the meeting and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.

RESOLVED - 
That the variances be noted for the reasons given in the Appendix to the report.
C82
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION

Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as detailed in Appendices 1 to 7 to the report be endorsed:

· Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) – Guidance and Regulations – Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 

· Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) – Proposed EU Directive on Batteries and Accumulators 

· Tyne and Wear Partnership – Tyne and Wear Economic Strategy 

· ODPM – Co-ordinated On-Line Register of Electors (CORE) 

· Department for Education and Skills – Childcare: Extending Protection and Broadening Support 

· ODPM – Operational Flexibilities – Arms Length Management Organisation

· DTI – Review of Regional Aid 2007-2013 
The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.

C83
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

C84
CHILDREN’S SERVICES – RESPONSE TO THE CHILDREN’S ACT

(Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to the Council’s response to The Children Bill which is currently going through Parliament and is likely to be enacted in November 2004.


The alternative option to that being recommended, but which have been discounted, included designating an alternative officer as Director of Children’s Services.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:

(i) Approve that the current Director of Learning and Culture be designated as the Council’s Director of Children’s Services.

(ii) Adjust the remit of the current Learning and Culture Group, renaming it ‘Learning and Children’ and including within it all children related services.

(iii) Adjust the remit of the Community Based Services Group to include Cultural Services and the management of community centres.

(iv) Note that further detailed reports on issues arising from these changes will be prepared as appropriate.

The above decisions have been made because the proposals represent the most effective means of the Council meeting its new obligations under the Children Act 2004.

C85
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS

Consideration has been given to a number of property transactions.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the following property acquisitions be approved on the terms and conditions detailed in Schedule 1 to the report:

· 32 Emily Street

· 435 Sunderland Road

· 12 Bronte Street

· 10 Allhusen Terrace

· 1 Jane Eyre Terrace

· 51 Balmlaw

(ii) That the following property disposals be approved on the terms and conditions detailed in Schedule 2 to the report:

· Land adjacent to 28 Axwell View, Winlaton – Mrs M Daley

· 5 Hadrian Gardens, Bleach Green – Mr and Mrs Adamson

· Land at Station Lane, Birtley - KBR and Networking Solutions 

(iii) That the following new lettings be approved on the terms and conditions detailed in Schedule 2 to the report:

· Unit 5 Stonehills Complex – Michael and Maxine Gannon

· Unit 8 Sands Industrial Estate – Ali H Bahary

· Units 8/10 and 20 Baltic Road Industrial Estate – P T Ranson Ltd

(iv) That the following lease renewals be approved on the terms and conditions detailed in Schedule 3 to the report:

· Unit A17 Stonehills Complex – MPH Accessible Media Ltd

· Units 11/12 Stadium Industrial Park – Gardiner Security Ltd

· Unit 2 Stadium Industrial Park – Languard Ltd

· Warwick Court – Orange PC Ltd

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 9 September 2004
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