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	Report to East Area Board 

14 September 2004


	
	

	Title:


	Beacon Lough East - Progress Report

	Report of:
	Area Housing Manager 

	
	


Purpose of Report

1.  
To advise the Area Board on progress to date with rehousing from Beacon Lough East.

Background   

2. The Council’s Cabinet on 28 October 2003 agreed that 153 properties (including 11 private dwellings) and 43 garages would be demolished on the Beacon Lough East estate. It was also agreed that tenants in Callender Court would be rehoused and a suitable alternative use would be investigated.  

3. An initial report was submitted to the Area Board on 8 June 2004, which outlined the reasons for the demolition and the number of properties involved. It was agreed that quarterly reports would be presented to the Area Board to update them on progress.

Progress to date 

4. Since June a further 13 households have been rehoused. Effectively 90 of the 153 properties to be demolished are now vacant, leaving 63 residents still to be rehoused. Four of these residents are Owner Occupiers and negotiations are taking place to acquire the properties and rehouse the owners. Appendix 1 shows the position of households in each street

5. At Callender Court, only one tenant has been rehoused since June leaving four tenants still to be rehoused. The Council are currently in discussions with Housing 21 to agree the final detail of the proposed extra care housing scheme.

6. Cheviot Housing Association, supported by the Council, has received funding from the Housing Corporation to build 10 two-bedroom bungalows on the site of the former Cedarwood Home. Work will begin on the site in 2-3 weeks time and completion is expected to be in March 2005.
Housing Management Issues

7. The Estate Officer and the Handyperson continue to carry out regular inspections of the estate to maintain both the environment and the empty properties. The handyperson ensures that gardens of empty properties are kept tidy and any articles or rubbish dumped is quickly removed. He also checks that all security screens remain intact.

8. There has been an issue around the isolation of services for gas and electricity, as TRANSCO will only carry out this work once there are a few properties empty together. Properties are secured with metal screens on the day tenants move out and TRANSCO are given advance notice so that work can be carried out as soon after the tenant has moved out.

Next steps

9. Tenders were invited for the demolition contract and the closing date was the end of August 2004. The Director of Property and Technical Services will make recommendations to the Housing Company Board to appoint a contractor. The start date on site will be agreed once the contractor has been appointed. It will be agreed with the contractor the phasing of the demolition work, which will depend on the availability and accessibility of whole empty blocks and whether services have been isolated.       

10. The Area Board is asked to 

· note the report for information

· agree to receive further quarterly progress reports.

Contact:  Margaret Copeland




Ext: 6113

