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	Report to East and South Area Board 

14 September 2004


	
	

	Title:


	Security and Environmental Schemes 

	Report of:
	Principal Housing Services Manager

	
	


Purpose of Report

1. To seek approval of proposed security and environmental schemes for Neighbourhood East and South.

Background

2. The Board of Directors agreed the Area Board’s Term of Reference on 11 December 2003, which included a requirement for them to agree security and environmental programmes identified by tenants.

3. The Area Board at its meeting on the 6th May 2004 agreed that the Principal Housing Service Manager would report security and environmental schemes for approval by the Area Board.

4. The Security and Environmental Budget for 2004/05 is £336,234 for the East and South Area Board. The Area Board has already approved a number of schemes to date costing a total of £44,932, leaving a balance of £291,302 to be spent.

5. At it’s meeting on the 10 August 2004 the Area Board agreed a number of criteria against which to consider future schemes: -

· Any scheme that supports decent homes or Pathfinder work.

· Works that will be of major benefit to a number of tenants.

· An even spread across both neighbourhoods.

· Resulting from joint estate inspections with residents or arising from complaints.

· Has a visual impact on the estate and its environment.

Proposals

6. The following schemes have been submitted by housing managers for approval by the Area Board: -

	Location
	Proposal
	Cost


	Impact

	Chopwell Gardens Wrekenton
	Increase height of rear fencing to bungalows from 1 metre to 1.8 metre to bungalows
	£1,403
	Works will benefit 8 tenants by providing additional security to the rear of their bungalows.

	Wetheral Gardens Low Fell
	Fit an outer door to enclose the communal entrance to improve security to flats
	£1,100
	Works will benefit 2 tenants by improving security to their homes


7. This report seeks to allocate a further £2,503 from the budget.

Consultation

Chopwell Gardens

8. Following a recent break in to one home, a tenant complained about the security to the rear of the bungalows. They requested that higher fencing at the rear would provide added security.  Photographs of the properties are attached at Appendix 1.

9. A total of eight tenants were contacted and all supported the proposal                    stating that the higher fencing would make them feel safer.

10. Ward councillors have expressed their support for this proposal

Wetheral Gardens

11. There are 2 flats situated above the shops at Wetheral Gardens. The front door of the flats is set back in an alcove and local youths congregate here. Both tenants have requested that an outer door be fitted for added security.  A photograph of the property is attached as Appendix 2.

12. Ward councillors support this proposal.

Financial Implications

13. The Director of Finance and ICT confirms that budgetary provision for these works exists within the investment programme budget.

Recommendations

14. The Area Board is recommended to approve the schemes as set out above.

Contact:  Julie McCartney




Ext: 8984
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