NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY



       16 June 2004

___________________________________________________________________________

DISPOSAL OF POLICE LAUNCH

Joint Report of the Chief Constable and Treasurer

___________________________________________________________________________
1
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT
The purpose of the report is to seek the approval of the Police Authority to donate a police launch to the Maritime Volunteer Service.

2
BACKGROUND
A review of the Marine Unit’s police craft identified that Police Launch Aidan is unused, due to its age and condition, and is surplus to requirements.

Enquiries have been made locally with a view to selling the launch but only one broker showed interest, and suggested an advertised selling price of £5,000.  The expectation would be for it to sell for a lower figure and commission would be payable on the sale price.

An approach has also been made from the Blyth Unit of a national registered charity, the Maritime Volunteer Service (MVS), for the Police Launch Aidan to be donated for use by the charity.

The Blyth Unit is a relatively new branch of the MVS which aims to provide maritime related training opportunities to 16 to 65 year olds.  It also maintains a corps of skilled, uniformed volunteers, throughout the United Kingdom, as a seafaring afloat and ashore service which provides maritime support to existing authorities on request. The MVS (Blyth Unit) has links with many community groups throughout the Blyth Valley area, many of which will directly benefit from the training.  These include the Sea Scouts, Air Cadets, local sea angling clubs and users of young peoples’ drop-in centres.

3
PROPOSAL

It is proposed to donate Police Launch Aidan to the MVS (Blyth Unit).

MVS Blyth (which does not currently have sea going capacity) is proposing to restore the launch to operational order and develop as both a maritime training establishment and a uniformed body of volunteers to assist in events and emergencies.

4
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

Nil.

5
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

Nil.

6
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
It is estimated that the sale of Police Launch Aidan would raise between £2,500 and £4,500 depending on sale price and brokerage commission, therefore the only cost to the Authority would be the amount foregone.

The Treasurer confirms there will be no other costs to the Authority directly arising from the contents of this report.

7
RECOMMENDATION
Members are requested to approve the donation of Police Launch Aidan to the Maritime Volunteer Service.
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