NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 16 JUNE 2004

CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES AND POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS

REPORT OF THE CLERK AND CHIEF CONSTABLE

1
PURPOSE OF REPORT
1.1 To advise Members of progress being made on the review of constitutional issues and the Police and Community Forums and consider proposals for increasing public participation in Police Authority meetings.

2 CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES

2.1 The Authority on 24 March 2004 was advised by the Clerk that, as he was taking up his new duties with effect from 1 April 2004, he considered it to be an opportune time to examine the way in which the Authority operated and to review its processes. The Clerk was authorised to undertake the appropriate discussions and to report back on this matter (minute 232). 

2.2 The Clerk has established an Officer Working Group to progress the general review of constitutional issues, including the structure of the Police Authority and its Committees. The Working Group consists of officers from both the Authority and Force.

2.3 It is proposed that feedback and findings from the Working Group be presented to all members of the Authority at a special Advisory Group meeting in September.  

3
POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS

3.1
Members received an interim report in March 2003 on consultation and community engagement. It was agreed that the Police and Community Forums should continue to meet on their existing framework up to June 2004. Work is still being undertaken regarding future arrangements including: publicity and advertising, frequency, format and structures of the meetings. It is proposed that the Officer Working Group should consider these arrangements as part of its wider review of constitutional issues.

3.2
It is also proposed that the current arrangements for Police and 
Community Forums should continue until the Authority considers the 
outcome of the Officers Working Group review at the Advisory Group 
meeting in September.

4
INCREASING PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN POLICE AUTHORITY 
MEETINGS

4.1 
Meetings of the Authority have usually been held in Gateshead Civic 
Centre, except for occasional meetings at Police Headquarters. It is 
suggested that the Authority should hold meetings in other venues in 
Tyne and Wear and Northumberland. This would help to raise the 
profile of the Authority and to increase the public's understanding and 
participation in the work of the Police Authority. 

4.2 
The intention would be to publicise the meetings locally to attract 
interest from the public. Initial proposals for these meetings include a 
question and answer session for members of the public and an 
opportunity for the public to meet members of the Authority. 

4.3 
Arrangements could also be made for Authority members to meet the 
local Council Leadership to discuss issues of concern. The local media 
including local radio stations could be approached with a view to their 
involvement in the day's activities. 

4.4 
It is proposed that the first meeting held at an alternative venue should 
on 20 October 2004. The initial proposal is for this meeting to be held 
in Northumberland. A further meeting would then be held at another 
alternative venue in February.

4.5 
This arrangement would be continued into future years to ensure that 
meetings are held in all Council areas, with two or three meetings each 
year being held in alternative venues to Gateshead Civic Centre  

5
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

5.1
There are no equal opportunities implications directly arising from this report.

6
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

6.1
There are no human rights implications directly arising from this report.

7
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1
There are no financial implications directly arising from this report.

8
RECOMMENDATIONS
8.1 The Authority is recommended to 

(i) Agree that a special Advisory Group meeting should be held to receive feedback and consider the findings of the Officer Working Group.

(ii) Agree to continue the current arrangements for Police and Community Forums until the Authority considers the feedback and findings of the Officers Working Group.

(iii) Authorise the Clerk to undertake the necessary arrangements to hold meetings of the Authority at alternative venues.

