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	Report to Area Board West and Central 

6 September 2004


	
	

	Title:


	Security and Environmental Schemes

	Report of:
	Principal Housing Services Manager

	
	



Purpose of Report

1. To seek approval for security and environmental works identified by tenants within the West and Central Area.

Background

2. The Area Board Terms of Reference were agreed by the Board of Directors on 11 December 2003. Within those Terms of Reference is a requirement for the Area Boards to agree security and environmental programmes identified by tenants.

3. The Area Board at its meeting on 6 May 2004 agreed that the Principal Housing Services Manager would report security and environmental schemes for approval.

4. The budget for security and environmental schemes for the West and Central Area Board is £295,000. At its meetings on 1 July 2004 and the 5 August Area Board approved schemes at a total cost of £20,011, leaving £274,989 for further schemes.

Proposed Schemes

5. The following proposed schemes have been submitted by housing managers for approval by the Area Board:

	Location
	Proposal
	Cost

	Marian Court
	Remove grassed mound to improve sight lines and road safety
	£3,000

	Marian Court
	Improve lighting to 27 alleyways to increase residents’ sense of security. Funding is also being sought via HMR Pathfinder for this scheme.
	£8,500



	Emmaville, Crawcrook

Greenfields, Ryton
	To provide intercom access/Door entry system to 10 blocks of flats
	£10,000

	1-28 Greenfields
	Flagged footpath to provide link to main road and Greenfields


	£3,000

	146-156 Denton View, Blaydon
	To replace existing rear boundary fencing with two metre high military pale fencing
	£4,115.

	2 Tynebank and 36 Jobling Avenue
	To remove a planter outside 2 Tynebank and 36 Jobling Avenue and block pave the area
	£2,250

	Armstrong Street Bungalows (No.s 

59-69 and 83-93)
	Erect fencing and fit gates. Funding is also being sought via HMR Pathfinder for this scheme.
	£39,055


6. This report seeks to allocate a further £69,920 of the unallocated budget. 

Consultation


Marian Court Landscaping

7. Residents have expressed concerns about road safety in that the banked grassed area between Marian Court and Bensham Road/Derwentwater Road obscures pedestrians’ views while crossing the road to and from the bus stop. A plan and photographs are shown in Appendix 1.
8. It is proposed to reduce the height of the grassed mound and remodel the landscaping to give a clear view of the road from either side of the road.

9. This issue was discussed at the Tenants and Residents group inaugural meeting held on 27 May 2004.

10. In addition, Ward Members have expressed their support for this proposal.

11. This scheme is in line with an agreed criterion in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives.

12. This scheme has been developed with assistance and advice from Gateshead Council’s Traffic management service.

Marian Court flats lighting improvements

13. Residents have complained that gunnel alleyways in Marian Court are very poorly lit which causes them to feel less secure during the hours of darkness.

14. The upgrading of 28 lights will improve the lighting to all alleyways allowing the residents to feel more secure. (NB this is an almost identical scheme to Coatsworth Court scheme that was approved at Area Board meeting on 5 August 2004)
15. 20 out of the 56 residents responded to a recent survey and all were in favour of the proposed scheme.
16. In addition, Ward Members have expressed their support for this proposal.

17. This scheme is in line with agreed criteria in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives and it supports Pathfinder work.

Emmaville, Crawcrook and Greenfields, Ryton

18. To provide a door entry system to 10 blocks of flats (four flats per block) at Emmaville in Crawcrook and Greenfields in Ryton. Photographs of the properties are shown in Appendix 2. 

19. This scheme will enhance security of these blocks, which are occupied mainly by        older persons.

20. A survey of the forty tenants was carried out. 37 are in favour of the scheme, two                                                                                                                                                    have not responded and one asked to be excluded for medical reasons.

21. In addition, Ward Members have expressed their support for this proposal.

22. This scheme is in line with an agreed criterion in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives.

                                                                                                                                      1-28 Green fields, Ryton

23. Residents have asked for improvements to a public footpath that provides a cut-through between the Main road and Greenfields in Ryton. Photographs of the area are shown in Appendix 3.

24. This area becomes flooded during inclement weather and the surface is uneven.

25. It is proposed to provide part flagged and tarmac surface to improve the path.

26. Tenants at numbers 1-28 Greenfields were contacted individually. Twenty-two responded (two properties were empty at the time) and all were in favour of the proposal.

27. The four owner-occupiers on Main Road who live either side of the cuts were       also contacted. Three out of the four were in agreement.

28. In addition, Ward Members have expressed their support for this proposal.

29. This scheme is in line with an agreed criterion in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives.
146-156 Denton View, Blaydon

30. Proposal to replace existing rear boundary fencing with two metre high military pale fencing at numbers 146-156 Denton View, Blaydon (Six properties). Photographs of the properties are shown at Appendix 4.

31. The existing fence is one metre high and in poor condition. The properties back onto a busy main road.

32. This work will continue a recent fencing scheme in the area.

33. All six tenants were visited and consulted regarding the proposals. Four were in favour and two have not responded to date.

34. In addition, Ward Members have expressed their support for this proposal.

35. This scheme is in line with an agreed criterion in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives.

Tynebank and Jobling Avenue, Blaydon

36. The proposal is to remove a planter outside 2 Tynebank and 36 Jobling Avenue and block pave the area.

37. The planter traps rubbish and although cut back on a yearly basis quickly becomes overgrown. Photographs of the area are shown at Appendix 5.
38. Tenants complain it is unsightly and can block the pathway behind it.

39. A total of twelve tenants were contacted in the immediate area on Jobling Avenue and Tynebank. Ten replied and all were in favour of the proposal.

40. In addition, Ward Members have expressed their support for this proposal                                                                                                          

41. This scheme is in line with an agreed criterion in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives.

Armstrong Street bungalows No.s 59-69 and 83-93

42. Proposal to erect fencing and fit gates to the above properties. Photographs and a plan of the area are shown at Appendix 6.

43. This scheme will enhance security of the bungalows.

44. Residents have raised this as an issue during joint Estate inspections and walkabouts.

45. A survey of residents was carried out; eight out of 11 tenants responded and were all in favour of the scheme. 

46. In addition, Ward Members have expressed their support for this proposal.

47. This scheme is in line with agreed criteria in that it will have a positive impact on tenants’ lives and it supports Pathfinder work.

Financial Implications

48. The Director of Finance and ICT confirms that budgetary provision for these works exists within the investment programme budget.
Pending Schemes

49. Proposed schemes are in the process of being prioritised and costed and will be presented the Area Board when consultations have been completed. 
Recommendation

50. The Board is recommended to approve the proposed schemes as set out above.


Contact: Kevin Lumley.
Ext:
8980.

