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______________________________________________________________________________

1 
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The purpose of this report is to advise members of the publication of the Northumbria Police Visibility Statement for 2004 – 2005, attached as an Appendix to this report.

2 
BACKGROUND


As part of the Home Office police reform programme, greater emphasis has been placed upon public reassurance through high visibility policing. 


In 2001 following consultation by the Home Office with the Association of Chief Police Officers and the Association of Police Authorities, it was agreed that information in relation to what is being done to improve visibility and effectiveness in all force areas would be published, and updated annually allowing the public access to information at ward level.


Since 2001 Northumbria Police has produced an Annual Report, outlining the visibility statements for each ward in the force area.  


Examples of the activities listed in these statements include:

· Community Beat Managers on foot patrol attending resident’s meetings, and Community Forums.

· Community Beat Managers based in Schools and Local Authority premises, providing greater visibility and access for the public.


Each year every area command carries out a review of their visibility statements to ensure that all developments are included.

This information is then consolidated into a booklet covering each ward and local authority area and is made available to members at the meeting.

Visibility statements are also published on the Northumbria Police website permitting anyone who accesses the site to search, using their post code, to read the visibility statement in relation to their particular ward.
3
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS
Nil.
4 
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS
Nil.
5 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
There are no financial implications arising from the contents of this report.
6 
RECOMMENDATION

Members are asked to note the contents of the report.

