NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 21 JULY 2004

 CONTROLS ON FIREARMS – HOME OFFICE CONSULTATION

DRAFT JOINT REPORT OF THE CLERK AND CHIEF CONSTABLE

1 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To update member’s on the recent Home Office consultation document on controls on firearms and to seek comments from members to inform an APA corporate response.

2 BACKGROUND

2.1 The Home Office has announced that they are keen to see a wide-ranging debate on the legislation covering firearms in the UK and have published a consultation document, which seeks views on how the current legislation might be made more effective. The deadline for the submission of comments is 6 August 2004.

2.2 The review follows a number of recent Government initiatives on gun crime, such as the introduction of five-year minimum sentences for the possession of an illegal gun and the recent firearm amnesty, which resulted in 43,000, guns being handed in. Members received a report regarding the results for Northumbria at the authority’s meeting in June 2003.

3 CONSULTATION PAPER

3.1 For members information the consultation document is attached and the APA have requested views on the following key areas:

· Licensing: are guns currently subject to the right levels of control and should licensing continue to be based on existing categories.

· Unlicensed guns: whether there should be any licensing of low powered air guns or their limitations and whether further controls are required on deactivated firearms.

· Young people: how the current complex age limit provisions in relation to guns might be simplified and what the relationship should be between young people and shooting.

· Trade: whether the regulation of firearms dealers can be improved and what action should be taken in respect of internet, telephone, newspaper and mail order sales of guns.

· Ammunition: whether the existing controls on ammunition are appropriate 

4
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

4.1 There are no equal opportunity implications directly arising from this report.

5
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

5.1 There are no human rights implications directly arising from this report.

6
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

6.1
There are no financial implications arising directly from this report.

7
RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1
(I)
Members are asked to note the contents of this report.

(ii) 
To submit comments to be incorporated into the Authority’s response to the Assistant Clerk (Policy) on or before Tuesday 3 August.  

(iii)
To agree to receive further reports regarding the outcomes of this consultation document at a later date.
