GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

15 JULY 2004

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, Donovan, M W Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns and Mole 
C62
SINGLE REGENERATION BUDGET – NEW PROJECTS



Consideration has been given to the actions of the East Gateshead Partnerships in approving five new projects.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the actions of the East Gateshead and Town 




Centre Partnerships in approving five new projects set 



out below and as detailed in appendix 2 to the report be 



endorsed:

· Windmill Hills Footpaths and Cycleways

· Oakwellgate Public Realm – Mr Clutch

· Equal Partnership Programme Development

· Performance Square – Art Balustrade

· Music Information Resource Centre





(ii)
That the negotiation of tenders for the Windmill Hills 





Footpaths and Cycleways and Oakwellgate Public 





Realm with the Group Director, Local Environmental 





Services (LES) and the appointment of LES as 






contractor be approved, subject to negotiated sums 





being within respective budgets.



The above decisions have been taken because the projects will contribute to the overall strategies of the Partnerships and support delivery plans relating to the schemes.

C63
GATESHEAD EARLY YEARS AND CHILDCARE SERVICE – FUNDING FOR EDUCATION FOR THREE AND FOUR YEAR OLDS

Consideration has been given to the proposal to reduce the current funding allocation per place for education for three and four year olds.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the revised level of funding of £330 per place from £416 per place for nursery education for three and four year olds be approved.

(ii) That the terms and conditions for private and voluntary sector providers receiving funding as detailed in appendix 2 to the report be approved.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:




(A)
They will ensure that there is high quality nursery 




education for all three and four year olds across the 




borough based on local demand.




(B)
They will ensure that more children can be supported to 



develop their full potential. 




(C)
They will ensure that Gateshead can continue to meet 



universal provision of early years education for three and 



four year olds as defined by the Department for 




Education and Skills.

C64
CULTURE 10 BUDGET 2004/05

Consideration has been given to the suggested level of funding for Culture 10 projects in 2004/05 and delegation of authority to approve funding levels for individual projects included in the Culture 10 programme.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the allocation of £800,000 from the Council’s 
Cultural Development Fund for the 2004/05 Culture 10 
programme of events as detailed in appendix 2, be 
approved.


(ii)
That the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT be 
authorised to approve allocations to individual projects 
within the budget of £800,000, in consultation with the 
Head of Cultural Development.

The above decision has been made to ensure that Gateshead continues to develop its cultural events programme for local people and for visitors to Gateshead in order to contribute to the Council’s policies for Learning and Culture.

C65
COUNCILLOR WEB SITES – PILOT PROJECT

Consideration has been given to the setting up of a working group of Councillors to advise the Cabinet on a pilot project to provide every Councillor with the opportunity to develop a set of web pages.

RESOLVED - 
That the establishment of a working group of Councillors to advise the Cabinet on the pilot project to develop a set of web pages for Councillors be approved. 

The above decision has been made to assist the Council in delivering one of the required priority outcomes and also support one of the Council’s key service principles, namely, Supporting Democracy and Community Involvement.

C66
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

C67
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN – QUAYSIDE TRANSIT UPDATE (Paragraph 9)


Consideration has been given to progress on the Quayside Transit scheme and a proposal for the Council to underwrite revenue support for the scheme for a period of five years should there be a shortfall in funding.

RESOLVED - 
That subject to the Acting Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services approving the draft operating contract between Nexus and the preferred, Busways Travel Services Limited, trading as Stage Coach North East, the Council’s contribution to revenue support over the five year contract period up to the amount identified in the report be approved, should there be a shortfall in revenue from developer contributions and other sources of funding. 

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Quayside Transit scheme is implemented to fulfil the aims and objectives of the Tyne and Wear Local Transport Plan.

C68
REALISING THE FUTURE VISION OF SCHOOL PROVISION – SCHOOLS PFI UPDATE (Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to progress on the development of the Council’s Schools PFI project.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the contractors that have been shortlisted to the invitation to negotiate stage of the process as detailed in the report, under powers delegated by Cabinet on 18 May 2004, be noted.

(ii) That Council be recommended to approve the service transfer model detailed in the report.





(iii)
That Council be recommended to exclude those 





services from the transfer service model as detailed in 




the report, these services being retained and provided 




by the Council.





(iv)
That the issue of revised draft guidance on PFI by the 



Treasury be noted and taken into account when made 



substantive, wherever possible as the scheme 





progresses.


The above decisions have been made to enable the Council to progress the Schools' PFI process to the given timetable including negotiations with bidders with a final contract close no later than 31 May 2005.

C69
SCHOOLS WORKFORCE REMODELLING (Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to proposals to implement the national agreement to raise standards in schools by tackling workload and freeing teachers to focus on teaching and learning.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the adoption of new job profiles and grades of support staff within schools and those employed centrally as detailed in appendix 1to the report.

The above decision has been made to implement the national agreement referred to above. 

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 16 July 2004
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