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	Report to East and South Area Board 

13 July 2004


	
	

	Title:


	Security and Environmental Schemes – Neighbourhood East and South

	Report of:
	Principal Housing Services Manager

	
	



Purpose of Report

1. To seek approval for proposed security and environmental schemes in Neighbourhood East and South.

Background

2. The Board of Directors agreed the Area Board’s Terms of Reference on 11 December 2003, which included a requirement for them to agree security and environmental programmes identified by tenants.

3. The Area Board at its meeting on 6 May 2004 agreed that the Principal Housing Services Manager would report security and environmental schemes for approval by the Area Board.

4. The Security and Environmental Budget for the Borough this year is £570,000 and is apportioned according to the properties in each area and whether it was part of the pathfinder area. The budget for the East and South Area Board is £336,234.
Proposals

5. The following schemes have been submitted by Housing Managers for approval by the Area Board: -

	Location
	Proposal
	Cost

	Rear of 6 Lingshaw, 

Leam Lane
	To remove a grassed area adjacent to garages, and replace with tarmac
	£4,280

	Rear of 10 to 24 Wood Green, 

Bill Quay
	To replace a broken flagged path that is a tripping hazard to the elderly residents, with tarmac
	£5,069

	Rear of Communal Lounge, Wood Green, 

Bill Quay
	To fit handrails adjacent to paths running to communal lounge and a path leading to the laundry
	£2,975

	Wood Green and Thistley Green, 

Bill Quay
	To install drop kerbs at four locations in Wood Green & Thistley Green to allow for wheelchair access
	£1,167

	Rear of Communal Lounge, Wood Green
	To remove the bit mac surface road and replace with tarmac. 
	£11,878

	Rear 20 –30 and 42 Seaburn Gardens Springwell 
	To erect a metal fence to the rear of the properties to provide added security
	£3,500

	Front of Springfell,

Birtley 
	To remove shrubs and bushes which are currently attracting anti-social youths, litter and rats
	£1,683


6. This report seeks to allocate a total of £30,552 of the allocated budget.


Consultation


Lingshaw

7. Residents have complained that the grassed area is being churned up as a result of large vehicles mounting the kerb, due to the narrowness of the road. They have requested this be replaced with tarmac.  A photograph of the site is shown in Appendix 1.

8. A letter was sent to 12 residents around this area and 10 responded, eight of whom were in favour of the proposal. 

9. In addition, ward councillors have expressed their support for this proposal.


Wood Green schemes

9. Following an estate inspection with the residents association, four schemes were identified in the Wood Green area. Residents were consulted on each of the proposals. A total of 67 letters were sent to local residents. Of the 12 responses, 100% were in favour of all the schemes. 

10. Photographs of the sites are shown in Appendix 2.

11. In addition, ward councillors have expressed their support for these proposals.


Seaburn Gardens

12. Residents have complained that wooded fencing to the rear of the properties is being constantly vandalised and this is enabling local residents to use the rear gardens as a short cut.

13. Replacement of the existing timber fencing with 1.8 metre high decorative metal railings would reduce vandalism and unwanted access to resident’s gardens. It will also enhance the visual appearance of these properties. Photographs of the site are shown in Appendix 3.

14. A survey of 12 tenants found that 100% were in favour of the proposal.

15. In addition, ward councillors have expressed their support for these proposals.


Springfell

16. There is a banked area to the rear of a number of properties at Springfell which currently have shrubs and bushes planted. Residents have requested that the bushes be removed and the site cleared to deter vandalism. Photographs of the site are shown in Appendix 4.

17. A survey of 14 residents in Springfell and Fellside found that 100% were in favour of the proposal.

18. In addition, Ward Members have expressed their support for this proposal. 


Security and Environmental schemes in Pathfinder areas

19. Parts of Felling in Neighbourhood East lie within the Pathfinder Area. There is a total of £1 million for security & environmental schemes for 2004/05 for the whole of the pathfinder area. A number of security and environmental schemes are currently being developed and will be submitted to the Council’s Cabinet for funding approval throughout 2004/05. 

20. The approved schemes will be reported to future Area Board meetings.

Financial implications

21. The Director of Finance and ICT confirms that budgetary provision for these works exists within the security and environmental budget.


Recommendations

22. The Area Board is recommended to approve the schemes as set out above.

Contact:
Julie McCartney




Ext: 8984

