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	Report to West and Central Area Board 

1 July 2004


	
	

	Title:


	Bleach Green Progress Report

	Report of:
	Principal Housing Manager

	
	


Purpose of Report

1. 
To advise the Area Board on progress to date with rehousing residents from the Bleach Green estate and redevelopment of the site.

Background

2. Following an extensive period of consultation with residents a final report was presented to Council’s Cabinet on 23rd February 2001. It was agreed to demolish 288 properties. After further consultation this figure was increased to 490 on 24th July 2001. 

The reasons for carrying out partial demolition on the estate are as follows:

· To tackle falling demand for the estate.

· Poor structural condition of the properties.

· To help sustain the future of the remainder of Bleach Green estate

Progress to date

4.
Of the 490 properties to be demolished, 284 have now been demolished. A further 126 are empty and awaiting demolition and 80 remain occupied. Appendix 1 gives details of the current position.

5.   
The rehousing programme for the 490 properties was originally phased due to the number of households involved. Progress has been made and we have now accelerated the process by looking at the rehousing needs of all remaining residents and look to rehouse them based on how long they have been tenants/residents on the estate. In February 2004 tenants yet to be rehoused were contacted to discuss the demolition programme and establish areas of choice. Currently a total of 53 households are waiting for an offer of a home.

6.  
As properties become vacant they are secured. The Estate Officer and the Handyperson carry out daily inspections of the estate to maintain both the environment and the empty properties.

7. The next phase of demolition will see the removal of properties remaining in Cedar Road, Cypress Road, and part of Beech Terrace.

8. Area Office staff regularly attend meetings of the Bleach Green Residents Association to update and discuss any issues residents may have concerning this scheme. 


Development of the cleared site

9.
It has always been envisaged that the site would be redeveloped to provide a choice of accommodation for people who want to buy, rent or have shared ownership. So far, redevelopment of some parts of the site is being carried out in partnership with Nomad Housing Group. This early work is to help with the rehousing and includes two small developments on different parts of the estate. 

· A scheme of bungalows on Woodvale Road bungalows was completed 2003. This comprises of 15 X 2 bed bungalows for rent one of which is special needs. A total of 9 tenants from Bleach Green were directly allocated bungalows in this scheme. The remaining 6 bungalows were offered to tenants elsewhere in the area who released suitable properties for residents of Bleach Green to move into.

· A further scheme is currently being built on the Spring Field Road site. This will comprise of 10 X 2 bed bungalows (1 for special needs), 16 X 3 bed houses and a bungalow for people with learning difficulties. The expected completion date is December 2004. It is anticipated that all these properties will either directly or indirectly contribute towards rehousing some of the remaining residents from Bleach Green.

10.
Nomad Housing Group has secured the funding to build another two phases. These will be a mixture of affordable housing, bungalows and four flats and be a combination of rented and shared ownership. A planning brief is almost complete for the site and it will be marketed to private developers during 2004. The last two phases of Nomad homes will be built amongst the private properties.


Recommendations

    
(i) 
The Area Board is asked to note the report.

Contact: Martin Poulter


Ext: 6213

