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	Report to Area Board West and Central 

1 July 2004


	
	

	Title:


	Security and Environmental Works

	Report of:
	Principal Housing Services Manager

	
	



Purpose of Report

1. To seek approval for security and environmental works identified by tenants within West and Central Area.

Background

2. The Area Board Terms of Reference were agreed by the Board of Directors on 11 December 2003. Within those Terms of Reference is a requirement for the Area Boards to agree security and environmental programmes identified by tenants.

3. The Area Board at its meeting on 6 May 2004 agreed that the Principal Housing Services Manager would report security and environmental schemes for approval.

4. The budget for security and environmental schemes for the West and Central Area Board is £295,000. 

Proposed Schemes

5. The following proposed schemes have been submitted by Housing Managers for approval by the Area Board:

	Location
	Proposal
	Cost

	Barns Close flats
	Improve lighting to 56 bin chute rooms to increase security
	£10,632

	Land at 25/27 Strathmore Road, Carr Hill
	Replacement of existing fencing to increase security to properties adjacent to this vacant site. The works would comprise of 1.8 metre high decorative metal railings.
	£6,800


6. This report seeks to allocate a total of £17,432 of the allocated budget.  

Consultation


Barns Close flats
7. Residents have complained that there is no lighting in the bin chute rooms and have concerns for their personal safety when they use these areas to dispose of their refuse.

8. The provision of lighting to each of the 56 chute rooms will help to provide a safe, well-lit environment in which residents can dispose of their refuse.

9. A survey of 33 of the 196 residents of Barns Close found that 100% were in favour of provision of lighting. 

10. In addition, Ward Members have expressed their support for this proposal.


Land at 25/27 Strathmore Road, Carr Hill.

11. This plot of land was formerly occupied by a pair of semi-detached houses until their demolition during May 2002. The vacant site was fenced-off with 1.5 metre high, close-boarded, timber fencing which forms boundary fencing to four adjacent properties.

12. Residents in those properties adjoining this area have complained about the timber fencing being insubstantial, prone to damage, and not able to satisfactorily prevent unauthorised access to their gardens. Photographs of the site are shown in Appendix 1. Residents have asked that consideration be given to upgrading the type of fencing provided 

13. Replacement of the existing timber fencing with 65 metres of 1.8 metre high decorative metal railings would reduce vandalism and unwanted access to adjacent residents’ gardens.

14. A survey of the four adjacent affected residents has found that all were in favour of the proposed replacement fencing.

15. In addition, Ward Members have expressed their support for this proposal.

Financial Implications

16. The Director of Finance and ICT confirms that budgetary provision for these works exists within the investment programme budget.

Recommendation

18.
The Board is recommended to:

(i) Approve the schemes as set out above.

Contact: Kevin Lumley.
Ext:
8980.

Appendix 1

Land at 25/27 Strathmore Road, Carr Hill

