NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

STANDARDS COMMITTEE – 20 APRIL 2004

PROCEDURE FOR HEARINGS BY THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

REPORT OF THE ACTING DEPUTY CLERK AND SOLICITOR

1. Purpose of the Report

1.1 The report proposes some revisions to the Committee’s hearing procedure, in light of observations made at the training exercise in February 2004.

2. Background

2.1 In November 2003, the Committee agreed a procedure for hearing and determining allegations that a Member of the Authority had breached the Code of Conduct. This procedure, which had been prepared with advice from the Standards Board for England, would apply to cases where an Ethical Standards Officer had referred a report on alleged misconduct to the Standards Committee for consideration.

2.2 On 5 February 2004, the Members of the Authority and two Independent Members of the Standards Committee took part in a mock hearing conducted under the procedure. The exercise brought to light certain areas where the procedure needed to be clarified or amended. One particular shortcoming was that the procedure did not establish sufficiently clearly, at the start of the hearing, exactly what the issues were that the Committee was required to address.

2.3 It was agreed that the procedure should be revised following these observations.

3. Revised Procedure

3.1 The procedure has now been revised and is attached as Appendix 1. The intention is to create a simpler more logical process which starts by clarifying the issues before the Committee and then allows both parties to make their case.

4. Recommendation

4.1
The Standards Committee is asked to adopt the revised procedure for hearings of allegations of misconduct.

