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CRIME STATISTICS 2001/2

Report of the Chief Constable

___________________________________________________________________________

1
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The purpose of the report is to provide members with additional information in respect of the forcewide Crime Statistics for April 2001 - March 2002.

2
BACKGROUND

Following the presentation and discussion of the Summary of Forcewide Crime Statistics for 2001 / 2002 at the Police Authority meeting of 24 April 2002, the Chief Constable undertook to provide further information, particularly in relation to violent crime (minute 21 - 2002/2003).


In 2001/2 the force experienced the first rise in total recorded crime in four years from 134,777 offences to 139,130, an increase of 3.2%.  This overall figure masks continued reductions in Burglary Dwelling, Burglary OTD (Other Than Dwelling), Theft from Motor Vehicles and Theft / TWOC (Taken Without Owner’s Consent) of Motor Vehicles. 


Northumbria Police, together with other forces in England and Wales, introduced the National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS) from 1 April 2002.  In anticipation of this change, a pilot was conducted in Gateshead East Area Command to assess the likely impact.  This has inflated several crime categories in Gateshead East Area Command together with the total recorded crime.  Removing the performance of Gateshead East Area Command from the force total shows a much smaller increase overall in total recorded crime of 1.6%.  It is anticipated, however, that the introduction of NCRS across the force will lead to large increases in levels of recorded crime in some categories and to an increase in total recorded crime for 2002/3.


The increase in total recorded crime in Northumbria in 2001/2 is also reflected in the other metropolitan police forces.

3
DETECTION RATES

A sixth successive improvement in detection rates has resulted in an increase from 31.30% to 31.46%.  This equates to a further 1,581 detections in 2001/02.  Despite this improvement the force narrowly missed its target of a 31.6% detection rate.

4
CRIME TRENDS

Burglary Dwelling, Burglary OTD, Theft from Motor Vehicles and Theft of Vehicles have all decreased from 2000/1 to 2001/2 as follows:

Burglary Dwelling -  from 11,381 to 11,250, a decrease of 1.15%


Burglary OTD -  from 13,361 to 11,550, a decrease of 13.55%


Theft from Motor Vehicles - from 13,662 to 12,571, a decrease of 7.99%


Theft of / TWOC of Motor Vehicles - from 8,693 to 7,837, a decrease of 9.85%


A number of categories of crime have increased as follows:
           Robbery - from 1381 to 1387, an increase of 0.43%

           Criminal Damage - from 29,768 to 34,023, an increase of 14.29%

           Violence Against the Person - from 12,963 to 15,635, an increase of 20.6%


Common assault (which is included in the violence against the person crime categories) increased from 2,681 to 4,215, a rise of 57.2%. The rise in this crime category accounts for over half (57.4%) of the increase in reports of violence against the person.

5
CRIMINAL DAMAGE

NCRS has already been implemented in five forces prior to April 2002.  Analysis of their performance indicated that large increases in recorded crime could be expected with regard to criminal damage and some of the less serious forms of assault.


Both of these increases were experienced at Gateshead East Area Command with criminal damage increasing from 2,335 to 3,340 offences, an increase of 43.04%.  The majority of area commands also had increases in criminal damage contributing to a force increase from 29,775 to 34,029 offences, which equates to 14.29%.
6
BURGLARY DWELLING

Gateshead East Area Command’s crime figures showed a significant increase in burglary dwelling from 1,057 to 1,282 offences, an increase of 21.29%, which had not been anticipated.  It is believed that a large part of this increase is due to attempted burglaries being recorded as burglary under NCRS rules, where previously they were being classed as criminal damage.

7
DRUG OFFENCES

Drug offences showed an increase from 4,238 to 4,804 offences, an increase of 13.36%.  The majority of drug offences are found by police officers rather than being reported by the public, therefore these offences may be viewed as an indicator of proactivity by the police.

8
VIOLENT CRIME

This category of crime represents the total for violence against the person, sexual and robbery offences.  A breakdown of violence against the person offences is shown in the table below:

VIOLENT CRIME
2000/01
2001/02
%






Murder
15
12
-20.0%

Attempted murder
12
10
-16.7%

Threats/conspiracy to murder
259
247
-4.6%

Manslaugter
2
4
100.0%

Death / Reckless driving
2
7
250.0%

Death, drive drink/drugs
0
0
0.0%

Wounding sec 18
471
522
10.8%

Other wounding
27
34
25.9%

Endanger life
2
1
-50.0%

Wounding sec 20
494
579
17.2%

Assault sec 47
3746
4360
16.4%

Other
839
1019
21.5%

Harrassment/public order
2913
2997
2.9%

Racially-aggravated 
269
401
49.1%

Cruelty to or neglect of children
36
40
11.1%

Abandon child
0
0
0.0%

Child abduction
24
11
-54.2%

Procuring illegal abortion
0
0
0.0%

Concealment of birth
0
0
0.0%

Assault/obstruct a police constable
1171
1176
0.4%

Common assault
2681
4215
57.2%

VIOLENCE AGAINST THE PERSON
12963
15635
20.6%


Total violent crime (violence against the person, sexual offences and robbery) has risen from 15,235 in 2000/01 to 18,052 offences in 2001/02, an increase of 18.5%.
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A large proportion of this increase (1,534 offences) is attributable to an increase in the recording of common assault.  Common assault is the least serious category of assault involving minimal injury.


With NCRS now fully implemented throughout the force, the number of  crime reports relating to common assault offences is likely to increase substantially. Comparisons of April 2002 with April of the previous financial years show that forcewide there has been a near 200% increase in crime reports relating to this offence.
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Whilst this increase is large, it should be remembered that this does not reflect an increase in violence on the streets.  What is different is the way that complaints of offences, such as common assault, are now dealt with and recorded. Rather than requiring evidence that such an assault has occurred (such as visible injuries or corroboration from other people), police officers, under the rules of NCRS, are now applying a balance of probabilities test to complaints. In effect, if it is more probable than not that the offence complained of has occurred then a crime report will be recorded.  This also applies to damage related incidents, again resulting in a large increase in offences.  

9
THEFT


“Core crime” together with violent crime accounts for over 70% of the crime which occurs in the Northumbria Police area. A further 20% of recorded crime is attributable to a number of theft offences:


Theft from person, theft from shop, other theft, theft by employee, theft of pedal cycle and handling stolen goods.
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The remaining 10% of crime is made up from a large number of separate offences which generally occur in relatively small numbers.

10
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

Nil

11
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

Nil

12
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no financial implications arising from this report.

13
RECOMMENDATION

The Police Authority is asked to note the contents of this report.

