NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

17 JUNE 2002   

PRESENT:

Councillor Laing (Chair)




Councillors Foster, Napier, Packham, Thompson and Waggott

Mr Avery, Mr Brown, Mrs Brunton, Mr  Gordon 

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Darke and Henry


Mrs Guy and Mrs Pearson

1. MINUTES
RESOLVED - 
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 18 March 2002 be approved as a correct record.

2. CUSTODY VISITING WORKING GROUP
The Authority has previously agreed to establish a working group to look at the implications of Home Office Circular 15/2001 relating to Custody Visiting (Minute No 43 2001/02).

The minutes of the Custody Visiting Working Group meeting held on 13 May 2002 were submitted.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

3. INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION (ICVA) – REVISED CONSTITUTION 
The Authority reviewed its custody visiting scheme and agreed new arrangements in line with the Home Office Circular 15/2001 (Minute 198 2001/02).

The Authority also agreed to rejoin ICVA, at a cost of £750 per annum, to be reviewed on an annual basis.  As a Metropolitan Police Authority, Northumbria is entitled to appoint a representative on ICVA’s Executive Committee.

Following the issues of Home Office Circular 15/2001, ICVA has revised its constitution.  ICVA’s Management Committee sought professional advice from the Charity Law Services to incorporate the required changes and simplify the constitution.

In order to comply with ICVA’s current constitution, Members’ approval of the new constitution is being sought in a postal ballot.  All responses are required by 19 July 2002 and the Authority will be notified of the result in writing.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted;

(ii) That John Mair, Newcastle Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinator, be appointed as Northumbria’s representative on ICVA’s Executive Committee;

(iii) That a substitute representative for the ICVA Executive Committee be appointed at the next Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinators’ meeting;

(iv) That further information be sought on ICVA’s arrangements for the audit of their annual accounts before The Authority’s response to the revised constitution is sent.

4. POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS
Schedules of issues raised at Police and Community Forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were presented.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted;

(ii) That consideration be given to providing a larger version of the poster advertising Police and Community Forum meetings to be displayed at the venues.

5. CUSTODY VISITING TO POLICE STATIONS SCHEME
A schedule of custody visits for the period 21 February – 20 May 2002 was submitted.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

