NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

AUDIT COMMITTEE

10 JUNE 2002

PRESENT:
Councillor Darke (Chair)



Councillors Laing, Packham and Thompson



Mr Avery and Mr Gordon

1. CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMITTEE

The constitution of the Committee and appointment of Chair and Vice-Chair for the current municipal year as determined at the Annual Meeting of the Authority on 24 April 2002 is as follows:-

Councillors
Darke (Chair)

Mr Avery



Packham (Vice-Chair)
Mr Gordon



Laing



Thompson

RESOLVED -
 That the information be noted.

2. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the




meeting during consideration of the remaining 




business in accordance with Paragraph 14 of




Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
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EXEMPT BUSINESS

3. INTERNAL AUDIT: ANNUAL REPORT 2001/02 (Paragraph 14)

The Internal Audit Service is required to independently review, appraise and report upon the adequacy of internal controls as a contribution to the proper economic, efficient and effective use of the Authority’s resources.

The Internal Audit resources are managed through a three year strategic audit plan which is reviewed and updated annually. The plan is both agreed with and takes into account any requirements of the Chief Constable.

In 2001/02, 45 audit reviews were undertaken.  The work has focused on the completion of routine system based audits. There have been no unforeseen developments or major investigations.

The overall audit opinion was that the Authority’s systems are considered to be generally robust and can be relied upon.

The Internal Auditors received full co-operation from all police and support staff in the areas under review and all audit recommendations have been satisfactorily addressed by line managers.

RESOLVED -
(I)  That the information be noted.

(ii) That the excellent position highlighted in the            

Internal Audit report be commended.


     

4. INTERNAL AUDIT: AUDIT PLAN – APRIL 2002 TO MARCH 2005  

(Paragraph 14)

The planned programme of work to be undertaken by the Authority’s Internal Audit Service during the period April 2002 to March 2005 was submitted.

The resources required to meet the strategic objectives have been assessed in terms of audit hours and the main issues to be addressed over the period of the plan have been identified.

The contents of the audit plan will as usual be discussed with the Chief Constable and any significant changes to the plan would need to be agreed and reported to the Committee for information.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

5. FUTURE  PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 

(Paragraph 14)
RESOLVED -
That the following programme of meetings be 




agreed:-




-Thursday, 18 July 2002 – The District Auditor to  

be invited to give a presentation on his Audit Plan

   for 2001/02.

- Thursday, 23 January 2003 – visit to the Force              

  stables and dog section.

