NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 24 MARCH 2004

YOUTH OFFENDING TEAM - FUNDING 2004/2005

JOINT REPORT OF THE CLERK, TREASURER AND CHIEF CONSTABLE

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1
To inform Members of the proposed funding for Youth Offending Teams (YOTs) 2004/2005.

2
BACKGROUND
2.1 At the Authority’s meeting in October 1999 members originally agreed that the grant pool be used to help with essential establishment costs associated with the implementation of Youth Offending Teams throughout Northumberland and Tyne and Wear. Annual reports have been submitted to the authority regarding the future funding of these teams.

3
YOUTH OFFENDING TEAM FUNDING 2004/05

3.1 It is proposed that the authority continues to support these teams and that the current arrangements prevail with the six YOTs continuing to receive support in kind from the Chief Constable and a flat rate cash grant towards running costs should be approved from the Authority.  It is proposed to increase the annual contribution to £37,000 from 1st April 2004. This equates to a total overall cost of £222,000 for 2004/05. 

4 GRANT POOL 

4.1 Members agreed at the authority’s meeting in March 2002 to refocus the grant pool to address cross cutting themes to enable the grant pool to have a more strategic effect across Northumbria and Tyne and Wear. Under these arrangements it was agreed that young people and young offenders should be the first  strategic priority. As well as supporting YOTs the authority agreed that the pool be used to support three pilot, local authority led, Youth Projects.  In parallel to this a wide ranging youth consultation exercise would also be undertaken as part of the agreed Joint Youth Strategy. 

4.2 It is proposed that members receive an update on the three youth projects currently being delivered in Gateshead, South Tyneside and Northumberland and a report regarding the future priorities grant pool at a later date.

5
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

5.1
There are no equal opportunity implications directly arising from this report.

6
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

6.1
There are no human rights implications directly arising from this report.

7
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1
The Treasurer confirms that provision exists within the 2004/05 revenue budget for the Authority’s contribution to the six Youth Offending Teams.

8
RECOMMENDATIONS
8.1 Members are requested to:

(i) note the contents of the report

(ii) agree to the proposed funding for the Youth Offending Teams for 2004/2005

(iii) agree to receive an update on the three youth projects and a further report regarding the grant pool.

