NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

15 MARCH 2004

PRESENT:

Councillor Laing (Chair)

Councillors Darke, McAtominey, Napier, Purdue 

and Thompson

Mrs Brunton, Mrs Drury, Mr Foster, Mrs Guy

and Dr Mahmood

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Foster, Henry and Packham, Mr Avery and Mr Brown

19. MINUTES

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 

1 December 2003 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

20. INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS’ ASSOCIATION (ICVA) ANNUAL CONFERENCE – 20 NOVEMBER 2004

The Authority has been asked by ICVA to co-host their annual conference in the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle on Saturday, 20 November 2004.

The host Authority will provide administrative support to assist with the co-ordination of the conference and provide a reception for the delegates, including buffet and drinks, on the evening before.

ICVA anticipates that up to 380 delegates, from England and Wales, will attend the event.

All Members of the Authority and its Custody Visitors will be invited to attend the conference.

The costs of the conference can be met from within the 2004/05 revenue budget.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That ICVA’s invitation to co-host their      



Annual Conference, as outlined, be agreed.

(ii) That further reports be submitted as

arrangements for the event progress.

21. FORUM PUBLICITY ARRANGEMENTS – OUTCOME OF PILOT PROGRAMME

The Committee has previously approved a pilot programme to hand deliver 3,000 A5 flyers to local residents for each forum instead of a press advertisement (minute13 – 2003/04).

Since November 2003, nineteen forum meetings have been advertised using the A5 flyer and, compared to the previous nineteen forums, attendance at the meetings have increased by 44.6%.

When compared to the same period the previous year, forum attendance has increased by 161%.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That the delivery of A5 flyers to local residents to publicise Police and Community Forum meetings be adopted to replace press advertising.

22. POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS

The schedules of issues raised at Police and Community Forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were submitted.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

23. CUSTODY VISITING TO POLICE STATIONS SCHEME

The schedule of custody visits for the period 11 November 2003 – 

23 February 2004 was submitted.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii)
That the attendance of designated Police Officers at Custody Visitors’ Panels meetings, following the introduction of the new Area Commands, be referred to the Independent Custody Visitors Liaison Group. 

