NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 25 FEBRUARY 2004 

DISTRICT AUDIT ANNUAL AUDIT LETTER 2002/2003

REPORT OF THE CLERK, THE CHIEF CONSTABLE AND THE TREASURER

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1
To advise the Authority of the contents of the District Auditor’s Annual Audit Letter for 2002/2003, prepared in accordance with the Audit Code of Practice.  The letter is attached as Appendix A and is to be the subject of a presentation by the District Auditor at the meeting.

2 MAIN POINTS FROM THE LETTER 

2.1 The District Auditor annually audits the Authority’s accounts and submits to the Authority an Annual Audit Letter setting out the results of this audit.

2.2 The District Auditor has commented that “this has been a year of significant challenge for the Authority and Force”.  The Authority has addressed a number of key matters during the year, including:

· continuing to deliver the duty to achieve Best Value

· delivering the required 2% efficiency savings required by the Home Office.

2.3 The Audit Letter is overall positive in nature, highlighting the good progress made by the Authority and Force, in a number of key areas, including:

· the implementation of national crime recording

· activity based costing and

· e-policing.  

2.4
The letter notes that:

“The Force and Authority have jointly achieved a high level of compliance with the national crime recording standard”.

2.5 The auditor is required to consider whether the authority has put in place adequate arrangements to ensure that its financial standing is soundly based. “The Authority continues to manage its finances prudently, with sound control of spending demonstrated in the year.”

2.6 The letter acknowledges that:

“Arrangements for producing robust, well evidenced, performance information remain strong”.

3.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS
3.1
There are no equal opportunity implications directly arising from this report.

4
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

4.1 
There are no human rights implications directly arising from this report.

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1
There are no financial implications directly arising from this report.

6.
RECOMMENDATION

6.1
Members are recommended to note the contents of this report. 

