NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 17 DECEMBER 2003

BEST VALUE: PROGRESS REPORT

REPORT OF THE CLERK AND THE CHIEF CONSTABLE

1
PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1
To keep Members informed of progress that has been made in respect of Best Value issues.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1 The statutory duty of Best Value came into effect on 1 April 2000. Since then we have reported to the Authority, on a monthly basis, to keep Members informed of progress and issues to be addressed.

3.
DEVELOPMENT OF BEST VALUE

3.1
Work continues on developing the Authority’s approach to Best Value in light of the recommendations of HMIC, the Audit Commission and learning from our own experiences and good practice from other organisations.  Members will receive a report detailing the conclusions reached and changes required in the new year.

4
PLANNING CYCLE

4.1 Due to the new requirements introduced by the Police Reform Act, Members agreed a revised planning framework in November 2002.  A local strategy plan was agreed by Members in February 2003 and the Home Office stated it was consistent with the National Policing Plan.  As was reported to Members at last month’s Authority meeting, the National Policing Plan for 2004-2007 has now been published.  Consequently, our local strategic plan needs to be amended to reflect the changes to the national document.  Members will receive a report to this effect in the new year. 

5 YOUR VIEWS COUNT

5.1 To date over 35,000 responses to the annual leaflet consulting the public on policing priorities have been returned (last year 28,000 responses were received) the majority of which include additional comments.  The results of these responses feed into the planning process and assist with the preparation and focus of the Local Policing Plan.  The comments are also a valuable source of more detailed information which is analysed and distributed to area commanders.  Further reports will be submitted to Members in future.

6
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

6.1
There are no equal opportunity implications directly arising from this report.

7
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

7.1
There are no human rights implications directly arising from this report.

8
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

8.1
There are no financial implications directly arising from this report.

9
RECOMMENDATION

9.1
The Authority is recommended to note the contents of this report. 

