NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY - 17 DECEMBER 2003

PROVISIONAL LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE SETTLEMENT 2004/05

Report of the Clerk, Treasurer and Chief Constable

1. 
Purpose of the Report

1.1. To consider the Police Authority’s proposed response to the provisional Local Government Finance settlement for the financial year 2004/05.

2. 
Background

2.1. The Home Secretary announced details of the provisional local Government Finance settlement for the financial year 2004/05 on the 19 November 2003. There is a six week consultation period for the settlement and any representation against any individual allocation of resources must be submitted to the Home Office by 2 January 2004.

2.2. At its last meeting on 26 November, the Authority agreed to consider a further report on the proposed response to the provisional settlement. The proposed response is attached as Appendix 1 to this report.

2.3
The response will also be forwarded to the APA to inform its overall submission to the Home Secretary.

3. 
Financial Implications

3.1. The Treasurer confirms that there are no financial implications arising directly from this report, although the details of the final settlement will be reflected in the Authority’s revenue budget to be considered by a special meeting in February 2004.

4. 
Human Rights Implications

4.1. Nil at present.

5. 
Equal Opportunities Implications

5.1. Nil at present.

6. 
Recommendation

6.1. The Authority is requested to:

a) agree the proposed response to the provisional settlement; and

b) authorise the Treasurer to amend the content of the response, in consultation with the Chair, in light of any changes to the provisional settlement.
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