NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

1 DECEMBER 2003   

PRESENT:

Councillor Foster (Chair)




Councillors Darke, McAtominey, Napier, Packham, 

Purdue and Thompson

Mr Atkinson, Mr Brown, Mrs Brunton, Mr Foster

and Mrs Guy

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Henry and Laing


Mr Avery, Mrs Drury and Dr Mahmood

12. MINUTES
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 15 
September 2003 be approved as a correct record;

(ii) That the contribution of £25 per custody visitor towards each Panel holding an annual social event be approved.

13. FORUM PUBLICITY ARRANGEMENTS - PILOT PROGRAMME
The Committee has previously expressed concern over the apparent decline in numbers of people attending police and community forums.

A comparison of attendance figures during the past three years demonstrates a slight decline in attendance, with an average of 18 people attending each meeting in 2000/01, reducing to 16 people in 2002/03.

A review of forum publicity arrangements to promote meetings to a wider public and encourage local residents to attend meetings in their area has been undertaken.

Currently, each forum is publicised with a press advertisement in a local newspaper, a written invitation from a mailing list, a press release to all local media and a poster is distributed to all police stations, libraries, community centres, post offices and newsagents in the area.

The small advertisement costs on average £200 per insertion but may not be noticed.  This costs the Authority approximately £10,000 per annum.

The recent publicity exercise in North Northumberland to find volunteers for the Authority's Custody Visitor Scheme by using a direct approach to residents by means of direct mail proved successful.  It is considered that employing a leaflet distribution company to distribute simple flyers to advertise forthcoming meetings to local residents could produce a similar effect.

A pilot programme, until 31 March 2004, has been developed to replace all press advertising with hand-delivered flyers.  Its effectiveness compared to press advertising will then be evaluated.  Around 3,000 flyers will be produced for each forum and distributed to the area adjacent to the meeting's venue.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information be noted;

(ii) That the pilot programme be agreed;

(iii) That further reports be submitted as the pilot scheme progresses.

14. POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS
Schedules of issues raised at Police and Community Forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were presented.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

15. POLICE AUTHORITY MEMBER REPRESENTATION ON CUSTODY VISITING PANELS
Home Office Circular 15/2000 stated that Members of the Authority should not be involved in the custody visiting scheme as it could be prejudicial to the public perception of its independence.  The Authority therefore agreed that Members withdraw from being custody visitors (minute 198 - 2001/02).

It was also agreed that two Members of the Authority be nominated to represent the Authority at each quarterly local custody visitors' panel meeting.

Members are nominated to represent the Authority on the custody visitors' panels as follows:

Newcastle - Councillor Laing and Councillor Packham

Gateshead - Councillor Napier and Mr Avery

Sunderland / South Tyneside - Councillor Foster and Mrs Brunton

South East Northumberland - Dr Mahmood and Mrs Drury

South West Northumberland - Councillor Purdue and Councillor Thompson

North Tyneside - Councillor Darke and Mr Foster JP

Alnwick - Mr Brown JP and Mrs Guy

Berwick - Mrs Guy and Mr Brown JP

RESOLVED - 
That the Member representation on the custody visitors' 


panels, as outlined, be approved.

16. INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING - DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL STANDARDS
Section 51 of the Police Reform Act placed independent custody visiting on a statutory footing.  Every Police Authority must make arrangements for detainees to be visited by independent custody visitors and that these arrangements should be kept under review and revised as the Police Authority thinks fit.

As required by legislation, the Secretary of State issued a code of practice on how Police Authorities and independent custody visitors should carry out their functions in April 2003.

The working group developing the code also agreed that it would be helpful to develop non statutory national standards to provide guidance on relevant procedures and set out established good practice.

The Association of Police Authorities (APA) has contacted all Police Authorities regarding draft consultation on national standards and is seeking views on the general principle of whether the draft national standards would be of use to Authorities.  The APA will present a corporate response to the Home Office by 15 December 2003.  The Home Office then intends to issue the national standards in January 2004.

The statutory code states that custody visitors should visit in pairs but flexibility should be maintained to allow single visits to take place by a single visitor where this is appropriate.  There has been considerable pressure for the APA to revisit this issue, as many stakeholders would wish to see a statutory requirement for visits to take place in pairs.

The APA has therefore asked if all Authorities could indicate whether they favour the retention of this flexibility and, if so, their reasons for doing so.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information be noted;

(ii) That a response be submitted to the APA supporting the principle of draft national standards;

(iii) That the APA be informed of the Authority's view that custody visits should only be carried out in pairs.

17. INTEGRATION OF CUSTODY SUITES
The Committee was updated on the integration of six custody suites across the force area.  This is part of the development of a strategic approach to custody management within Northumbria Police and the changes are as follows:

· The custody suites at Newcastle North and Newcastle West will merge at Newcastle North on 15 December 2003;

· The custody suites at North Shields and Wallsend will merge at North Shields on 1 December 2003;

· The custody suites at Sunderland City and Sunderland West will merge at Sunderland City on 1 December 2003.

These arrangements will be subject to ongoing monitoring and evaluation and will be aimed at reducing inefficiencies in current working practices.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

18. CUSTODY VISITING TO POLICE STATIONS SCHEME
A schedule of custody visits for the period 11 August - 10 November 2003 was submitted.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information be noted;

(ii) That the introduction of the Independent Custody Visitor Liaison Group, to examine guidance and deal effectively with the administration of the scheme, be welcomed.

