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COUNCIL MEETING
30 May 2002

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

Leslie N Elton, Chief Executive
CL/89 
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 30 MAY 2002

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR J W HAMILTON) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, W J E Batty, R Beadle, D Bollands, D Boyes, M A Brain, A Brooks, H K Bulmer, N Callender, K E Childs, M Clelland, W Dick, C Donovan, F J Donovan, M Duddin, 


J Eagle, M W Graham, J S Green, J Greenfield, 

J A P Hattam, M F Henry, F Hindle, J G Hird, C Jevon, 

J M E Joyce, D Lynn, J McElroy, C M McHatton, 

M McNestry, I Mason, P J Maughan, J I Mearns, 

J Mitchinson, P J Mole, P F J Murray, R D Napier, N O’Neil, A C Ord, M Ord, B Osborne, P J Rice, B Richmond,

I Rippeth, N G Rippeth, M Robson, P Ronan, 

S C Ronchetti, G Spring, R G Stanaway, J Turnbull, 

M Wallace, E Watson, G K Wilson.

CL/10

MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Gateshead
 


Metropolitan Borough Council held on 26 April 2002 and 


the annual meeting held on 10 May 2002 be approved and 


signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

CL/11

PRESENTATION OF PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM TO MRS MARY 

HATTAM

The Mayor presented a photograph album to Mrs Mary Hattam, Mayoress of the Borough 2001/02 as a memento of her year in office.

CL/12

AWARD FROM THE BRITISH HORSE SOCIETY

The Mayor announced that Gateshead Council along with Railtrack had received the British Horse Society Charter Award for route creation and improving access to riders. The award was given after the Council and Railtrack constructed a ‘horse friendly’ bridge alongside the new metro line which also links two improved sections of bridlepath at Wardley. The bridlepath is wide enough to cater for horses, walkers and cyclists and will play a key role in linking urban areas of the borough to the Great North Forest.

CL/13

FORMER COUNCILLOR SYD COWANS

It was announced that former Councillor Syd Cowans had suffered a heart attack and was recovering in the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.

RESOLVED -
That a letter be sent to Syd Cowans wishing him a speedy 


recovery.

CL/14

FORMER COUNCILLOR THOMAS BENNETT

The Council learned with regret that Thomas Bennett, a former councillor for the Wrekendyke ward had died at the end of April.

CL/15

GUEST SPEAKER –NEIL RAMI OF NEWCASTLE 



GATESHEAD INITIATIVE

Neil Rami gave a presentation to the Council on the bid for Capital of Culture 2008 and answered members’ questions.

RESOLVED -
That the presentation be noted.

CL/16

PETITIONS

A report was submitted detailing petitions submitted to the Council and the action taken on them.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

CL/17

POLICY PRIORITIES AND KEY ACTIONS 2002/03

The final version of the Policy Priorities and Key Actions for the Council in 2002/03 was submitted for approval.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Council adopts the Policy Priorities and Key 



Actions for 2002/03;

(ii) That the Council notes that a copy of the Policy Priorities and Key Actions for 2002/03 will be sent to all members of the Council and that they will be incorporated in the corporate performance management system.

CL/18
PERIODIC ELECTORAL REVIEW

The submission to the Boundary Committee for England on the size of the Council was presented to the Council to be endorsed.

RESOLVED -
That the proposed submission to the Boundary Committee 


for England be endorsed.

CL/19

BEST VALUE REVIEW PROCESS – UPDATE

A report was submitted detailing proposals to maximise the role of Overview and Scrutiny in Best Value and for the establishment of Implementation Teams.

RESOLVED -
That the Council adopts the proposals for Overview and 


Scrutiny and for the establishment of Implementation 



Teams.

CL/20

HOUSING INVESTMENT PROGRAMME 2002/03 – DUNSTON

A report was submitted detailing proposals for the work due to be carried out in Dunston as part of the rewire scheme.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Council approves the rewiring of 92 




properties and the removal of asbestos where 




necessary and that the boiler replacement scheme is 



carried out during the 2002/03 – 2003/04 Capital 




Programme;

(ii) That the Council amend the Housing Capital Budget by deferring £100,000 allocated to communal aerial upgrades to a future year, and reducing the lift replacement budget by £75,000 and increasing the Capital Budget allocated for rewiring by £175,000.

(Councillor D Bollands declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this item as his house was included in the rewiring programme and withdrew from the meeting.)

CL/21
MODERNISATION OF THE CIVIL REGISTRATION SERVICE

A report was submitted advising on government proposals for the reform of the Registration Service in England and Wales.

RESOLVED -
That the Proper Officer responsibility for the Registration 


Service be transferred from the Chief Executive to the 



Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services.

CL/22

TRAINING FOR EMPLOYMENT – PROPOSED TRANSFER TO 
GATESHEAD COLLEGE

A report was submitted detailing proposals to transfer the Council’s “Training for Employment” service to Gateshead College.

RESOLVED -
That the proposals for transferring the “Training for 



Employment” service to Gateshead College be approved, 


subject to consultation with the trade unions.

(Councillor M F Henry declared a personal interest in this item as a Governor of Gateshead College)

CL/23

LEADER OF THE COUNCIL’S REPORT

The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

CL/24

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

A report was submitted from the Chair of the Standards Committee outlining a number of key issues considered at its meeting on 11 April 2002.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

CL/25

SCRUTINY PANEL REPORTS

The following scrutiny panel report was moved by the Chair of the Panel as follows: -

· Councillor M A Brain

-
Looked After Children Scrutiny Panel

(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor


