NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 26 NOVEMBER 2003 

EVERY CHILD MATTERS AND YOUTH JUSTICE THE NEXT STEPS – CONSULTATION PAPERS

REPORT OF THE CLERK AND CHIEF CONSTABLE

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1
To inform members of the contents of the Green Paper Every Child Matters and the consultation paper ‘Youth Justice – The Next Steps’.

2 BACKGROUND

2.1 Recently the Prime Minister launched a Green Paper ‘Every Child Matters’ which set out a wide ranging consultation framework on children and young people. The Home Office has also launched a linked consultation paper ‘Youth Justice – The Next Steps’ setting out possible reforms to the youth justice system and seeking views on these proposals. 

3 PROPOSALS

Every Child Matters

3.1 The reforms set out in ‘Every Child Matters’ are the Government's response to Lord Laming’s inquiry into the death of Victoria Climbie. It focuses on reforms in four main areas:

· Supporting parents and teachers

· Early intervention and effective protection

· Accountability and integration – locally, regionally and nationally

· Workforce reform

3.2 The Green Paper proposes:

· Integrated teams of health and education professionals, social workers and Connexions advisors based in and around schools and Children’s Centres;

· Removing legal, technical and cultural barriers to information sharing to provide for more effective communication

· Establishing a clearer framework of accountability at a national and local level with the appointment of a Children’s Director in every local authority responsible for bringing all children’s services together as Children’s Trusts;

· New duties on police, health and others to safeguard children and require them to come together into Local Safeguarding Children’s Boards;

· Children’s services to be judged on joint working through integrated inspection framework overseen by Ofsted;

· A national campaign to recruit more foster parents and a workforce reform package to make working with children an attractive career, and improve the skills and effectiveness of the children’s workforce; and

· The appointment of an independent Child’s Commissioner to champion children’s views.

Youth Justice – the Next Steps

3.3
The key proposals in ‘Youth Justice – The Next Steps’ are to:

· Further develop pre-court interventions;

· Simplify juvenile sentencing;

· Extend the work with families;

· Introduce penalty notices for juveniles for disorder;

· Amend court processes to provide information for young offenders and more appropriate training and use of language;

· Review remand criteria to incorporate remand fostering and community bail hostels, to make remand in custody a last resort;

· Improve custody facilities;

· Introduce qualifications for those working in the Youth Justice field, and

explore options to extend membership of Youth Offending Teams.

4
CONSULTATION PROCESS

4.1 The consultation period for both documents ends on the 1 December. Members may wish the response to the Home Office to welcome the range of measures to reform and improve children’s care, but express concern at levels of prescription within the documents.
4.2
At its meetings in March and June the Police Authority (minute numbers

266/2002-3 and 47/2003-4 refer) received reports updating them on the

Victoria Climbie/Lord Laming reports and was informed of the progress being

made by the Force on each of the recommendations.  Further progress reports are to be submitted in due course.

4.3
ACPO is currently collating responses from Forces in order to make a

national Police response to the consultation phase for the Green Paper,

'Every Child Matters' and 'Youth Justice, The Next Steps'. Northumbria

Police has submitted their response to the ACPO lead to be included within

their submission to the Department for Education and Skills and Home Office in due course.
4.4
A copy of these documents is attached as Appendix A. 

5
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS
5.1
There are no equal opportunity implications directly arising from this report.

6
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

6.1
There are no human rights implications directly arising from this report.

7
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1
There are no financial implications directly arising from this report.

8
RECOMMENDATION

8.1
The Authority is recommended to note the contents of this report and to endorse the comments in section 4 as the basis for a response to these consultation papers.

