NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

17 NOVEMBER 2003

PRESENT:

Mrs M E MacArdle (Chair)




Councillors Foster, Napier, Packham and Thompson




Mr Brown and Dr Snape

APOLOGY:

Mrs Drury

6. MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the last meeting held on 




14 July 2003 be confirmed as a correct record




and signed by the Chair.

7. PROCEDURE FOR HEARINGS BY THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

The Committee has previously been informed of the first set of regulations relating to Section 66 of the Local Government Act 2000, that came into force on 30 June 2003 (minute 4 – 2003/04).

These outlined the regime within which Standards Committees will be able to consider reports on alleged misconduct prepared by an Ethical Standards Officer (ESO) and referred to the Monitoring Officer.

The Standards Committee could receive a report from an ESO at any time. 

The draft procedure for the conduct of hearings concerning allegations of misconduct, prepared with regard to the relevant legislation and guidance issued by the Standards Board for England, was submitted.

RESOLVED -
That the procedure for the conduct of hearings by the Standards Committee concerning allegations of misconduct by Members of the Authority, as included in the appendices to the minutes, be approved.

8. THE NEW ETHICAL FRAMEWORK – TRAINING FOR MEMBERS

The Authority has previously agreed to adopt the Code of Conduct included in the Police Authority’s Model Code of Conduct Order 2001 from 1 May 2002 (minute 258 (ii) – 2001/02).

A Members’ training seminar on the new ethical framework was held on 10 April 2001, prior to adoption of the Code.

It was agreed that further training seminars be arranged when required.

Since adoption of the Code, the Standards Board for England has issued guidance. Also, the regulations made under Section 66 of the Local Government Act 2000, which enable allegations of misconduct to be investigated by the Authority’s Monitoring Officer, and determined by the Standards Committee, came into force on 30 June 2003 (minute 4 – 2003/04).

RESOLVED -
That appropriate training for all Members of the Authority in respect of the new code of conduct and the way in which the Standards Committee will deal with matters referred to it, be arranged early in 2004. 

