
NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

STANDARDS COMMITTEE – 17 NOVEMBER 2003

PROCEDURE FOR HEARINGS BY THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

REPORT OF THE DEPUTY CLERK AND SOLICITOR


Purpose of the Report
1. This report proposes a procedure for hearing and determining allegations that a member  of the Authority has breached the Code of Conduct.

Background
2. The first set of regulations relating to Section 66 of the Local Government Act 2000 came into force on 30 June 2003.  These set out the regime within which standards committees will be able to consider reports on alleged misconduct prepared by an Ethical Standards Officer (ESO) and referred to the monitoring officer.

3. The Standards Committee could receive a report from an ESO at any time and is required to establish a procedure for the conduct of hearings concerning allegations of misconduct.

4. The draft procedure (attached as appendix 1) has been prepared with regard to the relevant legislation and guidance issued by the Standards Board for England.

Recommendation

5. The Standards Committee is asked to consider the procedure for hearings of allegations of misconduct.
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