NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 24 SEPTEMBER 2003

APPOINTMENT OF TWO INDEPENDENT MEMBERS OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

REPORT OF THE CLERK

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 For the Authority to approve the appointments of the two Independent Members of the Standards Committee.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 In accordance with the Local Government Act 2000, the Authority established a Standards Committee comprising six Members of the Authority and two Independent Members (minute 124 – 2000/01).

2.2 Mrs M E MacArdle was subsequently appointed as the Chair of the Standards Committee (minute 208 – 2000/01).

Dr C Snape was appointed as the second Independent Member following an interview process (minute 31 – 2002/03).

2.3 The appointments of the two Independent Members concerned ended on 27 August 2003.

3. APPOINTMENT ARRANGEMENTS

3.1
The Clerk was authorised to undertake the necessary arrangements to appoint the two Independent Members of the Standards Committee (minute 66(i)(c) - 2003/04). 

3.2 The positions were advertised in local newspapers throughout the Authority’s area and five applications were subsequently received.

3.3 Two of the applications for the positions were interviewed on 4 September 2003. The two former Independent Members of the Standards Committee had also re-applied but were not interviewed, as their capacity to contribute was already known.

4. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

4.1 There are equal opportunities implications in any appointments process. The Authority has followed a fair procedure and the appointments are of those candidates considered best able to meet the requirements of the role.

5. HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

5.1 There are no human rights implications.

6. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

6.1
The ongoing expenses of the two Independent Members of the Standards Committee when undertaking their duties can be met from within the 2003/04 revenue budget.

7. RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 The Authority is asked to:-

(i) Approve the recommendation that Mrs M E MacArdle and

Dr C Snape be re-appointed as Independent Members of the 

Standards Committee until 31 March 2007.

(ii)
Agree that Mrs M E MacArdle be re-appointed Chair of the Standards Committee.

