NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

15 SEPTEMBER 2003   

PRESENT:

Councillor Laing (Chair)




Councillors Darke, Foster, Napier, Packham and Purdue

Mr Avery, Mrs Brunton, Mr Foster, Mrs Guy and Dr Mahmood

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Henry, McAtominey and Thompson


Mr Atkinson, Mr Brown and Mrs Drury

6. MINUTES
RESOLVED - 
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 16 June 2003 be approved as a correct record.

7. POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS
Schedules of issues raised at Police and Community Forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were presented.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information be noted;

(ii) That further information relating to the test-purchasing scheme, targeting the sale of alcohol to juveniles, be submitted to the Committee.

8. RECRUITMENT OF CUSTODY VISITORS IN NORTH NORTHUMBERLAND - UPDATE
The Committee has previously been informed of the letter from the Chair of the Authority which was sent to the residents of the main population centres in North Northumberland inviting them to become custody visitors (Minute 18 2002/03).

Ninety nine requests for the custody visitor pack were received and thirty nine applications were subsequently returned.

Following shortlisting and police vetting, thirty one applicants were subsequently interviewed at Alnwick and Berwick Police Stations over two days.  Twenty five people were appointed, two of which have since declined the appointment.

The twenty three people will receive their formal training in the next few weeks then arrangements will be made for them to be issued with identity badges.

Custody Visiting Panels will be established in both Alnwick and Berwick and they will each be asked to appoint a Co-ordinator, who will be responsible for 

arranging panel meetings, setting a rota of visits and being a point of contact for Police Authority staff.  

Two Members of the Authority will also be appointed on the Panels.


RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

9. CUSTODY VISITING SEMINAR - 6 SEPTEMBER 2003
The Police Reform Act 2002 placed independent custody visiting on a statutory basis from 1 April 2003.  The subsequent Home Office code of practice states that the basic responsibility for the training of custody visitors lies with the Police Authority.

A questionnaire asking for preferences on training requirements was sent to all custody visitors.  Only a third were returned and whilst there were some good topics suggested, the information given for days, times and venues was very mixed.

It was, therefore, decided to hold a seminar for all custody visitors in Gateshead Civic Centre on Saturday 6 September 2003.

Forty custody visitors attended the seminar which was opened by Mr Avery on behalf of the Authority.  Anna Jarratt, Executive Assistant of the Independent Custody Visiting Association (ICVA), gave a presentation on the role of ICVA and the implications for custody visitors from the new code of practice.

Brian Wilson gave an update on the Authority's custody visiting scheme.  The main comments from the visitors related to the lack of training and knowledge of some custody officers on the requirements of the custody visiting scheme.  Also, that plastic bags should be provided for the shoes of detainees left in the corridors outside of the cells.

Constable Patrick Viney then gave a presentation on the Northumbria Police Race Equality Scheme.

A report on the custody visiting seminar will be sent to all custody visitors for their information.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted;

(ii) That the Authority consider ways to raise the profile of the custody visiting scheme;

(iii) That an Authority Christmas Card be sent to all visitors;

(iv) That the Authority give a financial contribution towards each panel holding an annual function in appreciation for all their efforts.

10. CUSTODY VISITING TO POLICE STATIONS SCHEME
A schedule of custody visits for the period 11 May - 10 August 2003 was submitted.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted;

(ii) That the attendance of an Inspector at all Custody Visiting Panel meetings be explored in all areas;

(iii) That the Area Commanders from South East Northumberland, Tynemouth, Wallsend, Newcastle East, Gateshead East, Gateshead West, and Sunderland West be requested to ensure that all CV3 forms are signed and returned promptly to the Custody Suite to allow for future inspection.

11. NORTHUMBRIA POLICE FORCE REVIEW
The Committee was informed that the Northumbria Police Force Review will lead to changes in future custody provision and therefore, will affect the custody visiting scheme.

The phased closure of custody suites across the force to provide a more rationalised and professional custody service is being considered.  This will start with a pilot scheme in the Newcastle North Custody Suite.  This new service will include the provision of custody nurses, experienced custody officers, dedicated investigative staff and also Crown Prosecution Service staff.

There have been problems with providing medical services in the North Northumberland area.  Meetings are taking place to try and address this, but at times when no doctor is available to cover the custody suites, they may have to close temporarily. 

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted;

(ii) That, where custody suites are required to close at short notice, a mechanism is established to ensure that either the Police Authority or relevant Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinator is informed.

