
NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

INTERIM BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

27 AUGUST 2003

(The following business was dealt with under powers delegated by the Authority and appears for information only).

PRESENT:
Councillor EN Darke (Vice Chair in the Chair)


Councillors Foster, Napier, Packham and Thompson.

APOLOGIES
:
Mrs Drury, Mr Foster, Councillor Henry, and Dr Mahmood.

90. LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW OF TWO TIER AREAS IN THE NORTH EAST


The Secretary of State has decided that there is sufficient interest in the region to justify holding a referendum on the establishment of an elected regional assembly.

It is the Government’s policy that there should be a single tier of local government below an elected regional assembly.  The Boundary Committee for England (BCE) has therefore been directed to start reviews of the structure of local government in the two-tier areas of the north east – in other words, Northumberland and Durham.  The Committee must recommend at least two options for unitary authorities within these areas so that voters can decide, as part of the referendum, which option they prefer.
The BCE are consulting all stakeholders in the north east region and as part of this process have invited the Police Authority to submit any representations by 8 September 2003.

The impact of structural change will be different in Tyne and Wear and Northumberland.  The existing councils in Tyne and Wear, being unitary authorities, are not subject to review.  It is technically possible for the BCE to propose the extension of their boundaries into the county areas, but there does not appear to be any demand for this.

In Northumberland, however, a decision to establish an elected regional assembly would inevitably result in a change to a unitary form of local government, whether this was based on a single county-wide unitary authority or (say) two or three unitaries based on combining existing district council areas.

From the perspective of the Police Authority, and Northumbria Police, there does not appear to be any compelling reason to press for any particular option.  Both the NPA and the Northumbria Police have placed a high priority on developing strong and effective links with the local authorities in the area. Currently the Force is conducting a Public Service and Performance Review. However, Northumbria Police will remain committed to full partnership working with local authorities in the areas, as will no doubt the Authority, whatever decision is eventually taken on the future local government structure of the area.

Guidance and procedural advice issued by the Boundary Committee for the review states that the Committee can make recommendations for alterations to the number or coverage of police areas. However, guidance given to the Boundary Committee by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister indicated that changes to police authority areas was not really an option for the Committee to consider. However, it is considered that the Authority should stress that any proposals for restructuring police authority areas should be driven by policing and operational needs rather than as part of the results of local authority restructuring. 


RESOLVED -
That a response be made to the Boundary Committee on the basis set out above.

91.
DELEGATION OF POWERS TO VEHICLE INSPECTORATE

The Authority has previously been informed that the Home Secretary proposed to pilot an accreditation scheme under the Police Reform Act in six police areas (minute 54). The Chief Constable has agreed to pilot this scheme within the Northumbria Police area. In accordance with the Act, consultation has taken place with local authorities in the force area before the establishment of the scheme. All of the authorities have expressed support for the pilot.

 
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the outcome of the consultation with the local 
authorities be noted.



(ii)
That the participation of Northumbria Police in the Home Office pilot regarding the delegation of powers to the Vehicle Inspectorate be approved and, subject to its success nationally, the arrangement be continued on a permanent basis. 

92.      CRIMESTOPPERS - FUNDING FOR ADDITIONAL SUPPORT STAFF
The Authority has supported Crimestoppers for a number of years and in the current year made a donation of £8,500 on behalf of the six authorities in the force area (minute259). In addition the Authority agreed to a contribution of £7,000 towards piloting the employment of two additional staff to enable the Crimestoppers Unit based at Chester-le-Street to increase its opening hours for a twelve month period (minute 293 -2001/02).

Evaluation of the pilot has shown that between August 2002 and June 2003 an extra 126 arrests resulted from calls taken during the additional hours.

The Crimestoppers Board has proposed, given the success of the pilot, that the extended opening hours become a permanent arrangement. A request has been received for an additional £7,000, payable annually to permanently employ the two support staff based within the unit at Chester-le-Street. Cleveland and Durham Police Authorities who supported the pilot on an equal basis, have already agreed to this request.

RESOLVED -
That an additional contribution of £7,000 towards the cost of providing two extra support staff within the Crimestoppers Unit based in Chester-le-Street be approved.

LCCDAA-75035


