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COUNCIL MEETING
22 NOVEMBER 2002

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

Leslie N Elton, Chief Executive
CL/89 
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 25 OCTOBER 2002

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR J W HAMILTON) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, R Beadle, D Bollands, D Boyes, M A Brain, 


A Brooks, H K Bulmer, N Callender, M Clelland, B Coates, W Dick, K M Dodds, C Donovan, F J Donovan, M Duddin, 


J Eagle, M Gannon, M W Graham, J S Green, L Green, 


J Greenfield, J A P Hattam, M F Henry, J G Hird, C Jevon, J M E Joyce, D Lynn, J McElroy, C M McHatton, I Mason, 


P J Maughan, J I Mearns, J Mitchinson, P F J Murray, 


R D Napier, N O’Neil, A C Ord, C J Ord, M Ord, B Osborne, I Patterson, P J Rice, B Richmond, I Rippeth, N G Rippeth, M Robson, S C Ronchetti, G Spring, R G Stanaway, 


J Turnbull, J C Wallace, M Wallace, G K Wilson, K Wood.

Mr Younas Malik gave the opening address.
CL/93

MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held on 27 September 2002 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

CL/94
RIBA STIRLING PRIZE

On 13 October 2002, the Gateshead Millennium Bridge was awarded the RIBA Stirling Prize, the most prestigious architectural prize in the UK.

The judges said that ‘every aspect of the bridge from conception and detail through to execution is simple and incredibly elegant’ and added that it was ‘a new icon’.

CL/95

PRIME MINISTER’S AWARD FOR BETTER PUBLIC BUILDING

The Gateshead Millennium Bridge has also been presented with a ‘Better Buildings Award’ from the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment.

The award recognises the quality of the Bridge’s design and the public recognition of that quality.

CL/96

PETITIONS
A report was submitted detailing petitions submitted to the Council and the action taken on them. Receipt of a petition erlating to the proposed closure of Cedarwood Aged Persons Home was also noted.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.  

CL/97
NATIONAL SERVICE FRAMEWORK FOR MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

A report was presented detailing the Stage 4 Review of Mental Health Services for adults in Gateshead.

RESOLVED -
That the Council endorses the content of the Stage 4 



review for submission to the Northumberland and Tyne and 


Wear Health Authority.

(Councillor C Jevon declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the report and withdrew from the meeting. Councillor B Osborne declared a personal interest in the report).

CL/98

CONSTITUTION – PROPOSALS FOR AMENDMENT

Amendments were proposed to the Council’s constitution to reflect changes in legislation and to keep the constitution up to date.

Councillor M F Henry moved: -

“That the Council approves the amendments to the constitution.”

Councillor R Beadle moved the following amendment: -

“In the proposed change in Rule 2.6, delete all from ‘except’.”

On the amendment being put, it was defeated.

RESOLVED -
That the Council approves the amendments to the 



constitution.

CL/99

CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2002/03 – SECOND QUARTERLY 


REPORT

A report was submitted detailing proposed variations to the 2002/03 Capital Programme.

RESOLVED -
That the Council approve the variations to the 




2002/03 capital programme and the financing of the revised 


programme.

CL/100
IMPLEMENTING ELECTRONIC GOVERNMENT STATEMENT

The draft Implementing Electronic Government 2 Statement was submitted to the Council.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the draft Implementing Electronic Government 2 



Statement be approved;

(ii) That the Chief Executive be authorised, in consultation with the Leader, to make any final amendments to the Statement that may be necessary, prior to submission to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.

CL/101
DESIGNATION OF LAMESLEY AND CROW HALL 



CONSERVATION AREAS

A report was submitted proposing that Conservation Areas be designated at Lamesley and the Crow Hall area of Felling.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council approves the designation of 




Lamesley and Crow Hall Conservation Areas;

(ii) That the Policy Guidelines for the Conservation Areas are adopted as draft Supplementary Planing Guidance.

CL/102

LEADER OF THE COUNCIL’S REPORT

The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.
CL/103

PORTFOLIO REPORTS

The following members of the Cabinet reported on issues under each of the following portfolio areas: -

· Councillor J I Mearns

-
Jobs and Employment

· Councillor L Green

-
Children and Young People

· Councillor J McElroy

-
Learning and Culture

· Councillor M W Graham
-
Community Safety

RESOLVED -
That the portfolio reports be noted.
CL/104
NOTICE OF MOTION - FIREWORKS

It was moved by Councillor K M Dodds and duly seconded: -

“This Council welcomes the news that the Government is to ban air bombs and screaming rockets from 2003. It notes that the number of injuries related to fireworks rose by 40% in 2001 and that fireworks are being increasingly used all year round for private celebrations, often causing nuisance late at night, in residential areas. Accordingly, the Council requests the Local Government Association and Local Members of Parliament to lobby Government for suitable action and legislation to control these problems and in particular measures aimed at preventing the illegal import of fireworks.”

On the motion being put, it was declared to be carried.

CL/105
NOTICE OF MOTION – TYNE AND WEAR PASSENGER 


TRANSPORT AUTHORITY AND EXECUTIVE

It was moved by Councillor A C Ord and duly seconded: -

“That this Council notes with concern the growing financial crisis within the Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport Authority and Executive, regrets the steady erosion of the benefits of the concessionary travel scheme in Tyne and Wear and calls on Government to properly fund public transport in England through the Passenger Transport Authorities and Executives.”

Councillor D Bollands moved the following amendment: -

Delete all after ‘Council’ and insert: -

“notes the financial situation of the Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport Authority and calls upon the Government to investigate a more flexible approach to public transport funding.

We believe that the erosion of the concessionary travel scheme in Tyne and Wear can only be reversed by the reduction in the cost of public transport and the introduction of a longer term financial strategy by the PTA and Nexus.

The Council calls upon our partners in public transport to be more proactive in their approach to achieve the best possible public transport system for the residents of Tyne and Wear.”

On the amendment being put, it was declared to be carried.

The amendment was put as the substantive motion and was duly carried.

It was therefore resolved that: -

“This Council notes the financial situation of the Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport Authority and calls upon the Government to investigate a more flexible approach to public transport funding.

We believe that the erosion of the concessionary travel scheme in Tyne and Wear can only be reversed by the reduction in the cost of public transport and the introduction of a longer term financial strategy by the PTA and Nexus.

The Council calls upon our partners in public transport to be more proactive in their approach to achieve the best possible public transport system for the residents of Tyne and Wear.”

(Councillors J Eagle and J Mitchinson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this item and withdrew from the meeting).

CL/106

QUESTIONS

Councillor C Jevon formally withdrew the question he had submitted to the Leader of the Council.

(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor


