NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 23 JULY 2003

AUDIT COMMISSION – ASSESSMENT OF ACTIVITY BASED COSTING 2003/04

JOINT REPORT OF THE CLERK, CHIEF CONSTABLE AND TREASURER 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1
To inform members of the outcome of the assessment undertaken by the Audit Commission on the Activity Based Costing (ABC) implementation action plan for 2003/2004. 

2 BACKGROUND

2.1
At the authority’s meeting in June members received a report on the National Activity Based Costing Model and a copy of the force’s implementation action plan for 2003/04. Members were informed that the Home Office had commissioned the Audit Commission to review the key elements of the plan to ensure its compliance with the National Police ABC model as part of their core work on financial aspects of corporate governance. The Audit Commission has now completed their assessment.

3 SUMMARY OF THE MAIN FINDINGS

3.1 The report is of a very positive nature and states “the arrangements put in place by the authority are fully compatible with the requirement to produce the activity based costing data in accordance with the Home Office guidance”. 

3.2 Based on the work undertaken and the assessment criteria the Audit Commission has given a green assessment for Northumbria Police Authority and Northumbria Police. The report writes “the assessment of the Authority ABC arrangements as green reflects well on the commitment of the Authority and the Force to delivering good quality activity based cost information”.

3.3 A copy of the report is attached for member’s information.

4
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

4.1
There are no equal opportunity implications directly arising from this report.

5
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

5.1
There are no human rights implications directly arising from this report.

6
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

6.1
There are no financial implications directly arising from this report.

7
RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1
Members are recommended to note the contents of this report.

