
Northumbria Police Authority  - 23 July 2003

Subject:  ACPO Funding – 2003/04

Report of the Clerk, Treasurer and Chief Constable

Purpose of Report

1. To consider the annual request from the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) for a contribution to central secretariat costs for 2003/04

ACPO Budget Proposals

2. The Association of Police Authorities Plenary Committee has recently received a presentation from ACPO outlining budget proposals for 2003/04 and for developing a more formal business planning structure for ACPO, and for a closer working relationship between ACPO and the APA. 

3. The Plenary welcomed the commitments given by ACPO, in particular to forming a more positive working relationship between ACPO and the APA.

4. The Plenary agreed that it should support ACPO's proposals for a budget and subscription levels based on an overall 2% increase in 2002/03 police authority subscription levels, from a total of £700,117 to £714,119.

5. The increase applied to each individual Police Authority is calculated on the basis of the Police funding formula. The figure applied to Northumbria Police Authority’s subscription is 3.56%, which amounts to an increase of £703, from £19,750 to £20,453.

6. However, the Plenary regretted the continuing absence of a business plan for ACPO. It indicated that in future years it would expect at its January meeting, as part of its consideration of ACPO's proposals for police authority subscription levels, to see a business plan including objectives for the coming year and a related budget.

7. The Plenary also asked the Executive Sub-Committee to report back to future meetings on working relationships between it and the ACPO Cabinet. 

8. On this basis the APA has recommended police authorities to meet the contributions for 2003/04 on the basis set out in paragraph 4 and 5 above.

9.
Equal Opportunities Implications
Nil

10.   
Human Rights Implications
Nil

11.
Financial Implications

The Treasurer confirms that the Authority’s contribution to the costs of the ACPO Central Secretariat can be accommodated from within the 2003/04 revenue budget.

12.
Recommendation

The Police Authority is asked to note its level of contribution towards the costs of the ACPO Central Secretariat of £20,453.31.
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