NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

16 JUNE 2003   

PRESENT:

Councillor Laing (Chair)




Councillors Darke, Foster, Henry, McAtominey, Napier and 



Thompson

Mr Avery, Mr Brown, Mrs Brunton, Mrs Drury, Mr Foster, Mrs Guy and Dr Mahmood

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Packham and Purdue and Mr Atkinson

1. MINUTES
RESOLVED - 
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 17 March 2003 be approved as a correct record.

2. RECRUITMENT OF CUSTODY VISITORS IN NORTH NORTHUMBERLAND
The Committee has previously agreed that a letter from the Chair of the Authority be delivered to the residents of the main population centres in North Northumberland giving details of the Custody Visiting Scheme and inviting them to become Custody Visitors (Minute 18 - 2002/03).

A local mailing company assembled the letters which Royal Mail Door to Door then distributed to 15,208 properties in the Alnwick and Berwick areas.

As at 16 June, there have been eighty seven requests for the custody visitor information pack and thirty five applications have since been returned, twenty for the Berwick area and fifteen from the Alnwick area.

Arrangements are now being made for the applications to be vetted by the Police and for the interviews and training sessions to be held in the Alnwick and Berwick areas.

In order to bring the North Northumberland Custody Visitors in line with the other areas in the scheme, it is proposed to establish Panels in both Alnwick and Berwick and for each to appoint a Co-ordinator.  The Co-ordinators will be responsible for arranging panel meetings and appropriate minutes, setting rotas for visits and being a point of contact for Police Authority staff. 

The North Northumberland Panel Co-ordinators will also be invited to the quarterly meetings of Police Authority staff and the other Panel Co-ordinators.

Two Members of the Authority will also be nominated to represent the Authority at each of the Panel meetings.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted;

(ii) That the arrangements for the appointment of additional Custody Visitors in North Northumberland as outlined be approved;

(iii) That the proposals to establish Custody Visiting Panels in Alnwick and Berwick as outlined be approved.

3. POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS
Schedules of issues raised at Police and Community Forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were presented.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

4. CUSTODY VISITING PANELS ANNUAL REPORTS
The annual reports of the six custody visiting panels for the period February 2002 to January 2003 were considered.

The reports in general cover the following issues:

· number of police stations covered

· number of custody visitors involved

· number of visits made

· number of detainees visited

· suggestions as to improvements in the scheme and the arrangement for liaison

· any other relevant observations or comments

During the year in question a total of 381 custody visits were made and 686 detainees seen.

The panel arrangements continue to work well and all reports indicate general satisfaction with the scheme and input from Northumbria Police and the Police Authority.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

5. CUSTODY VISITING TO POLICE STATIONS SCHEME
A schedule of custody visits for the period 11 February - 10 May 2003 was submitted.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

